
My first task tonight is to thank our outgoing
Master, Bill Gammell, for his commitment
over the past year. Our very own “silver fox”,
who sports a head of hair that is the envy of
all his fellow Liverymen! I must particularly
mention his personal generosity to the
Feltmakers’ charitable fund. Under his
stewardship, and that of other Past Masters,
the Company has continued to thrive, its
membership is healthy and the accounts are
in good order.
Now, what of your new “Master”? Well, I’m
not a man, a hatter nor a maker of felt.  As I
scoured the history of the Feltmakers and
saw names like Bowler, Christie-Miller,

Barford and Horn, Keens, Horsman and
Wright - all long associated with the hatting
trade - or I look at the register of milliner
members, past and present, - Freddie Fox,
Eda Rose-Lawson, Edwina Ibbotson and
Rachel Trevor-Morgan, to name but a few -
I’m inclined to question my own right to be
here! With a name like Yarrow, famous for
shipbuilding, I hardly seem appropriate. My
Grandfather Clarke was a market-gardener
in Norfolk who went bankrupt. Better not
let me near the accounts then, let’s leave that
to John Ray and Susan Wood.
Talking of whom, I am not the first lady Mas-
ter. I follow in a fine tradition already set by

Susan and Eda. I take heart from their exam-
ple and, indeed, I have had some experience
of walking  the City of London streets (no
misunderstandings please!) as Lady Mayoress
to Alan’s Lord Mayor 2014-2015. Having
taught History in London comprehensives, I
am used to dealing with unruly audiences,
and I have devoted the last 20 years to fund-
raising for Mencap. So I’m pleased to wel-
come Mencap’s Chief Executive, Jan Tregelles,
and her husband tonight, and Jessica Carter, a
remarkable young member of the Mencap
team.
So, what of the year ahead? One cloud
looms on the horizon and I don’t mean

Brexit! The Feltmakers’ Clerk, Jollyon
Coombs, is due to retire in 2021, after a
record-breaking 20 years in office. Back in
1612, Clerk Christopher Warwick, success-
fully sued the Master and Wardens for £760,
which they could not pay, so they ended up
in the Fleet prison! A precedent we trust
you will not follow, Jollyon!
I may be a Yarrow but I do not intend to
“rock the boat”! I see my role as an up-
holder of our traditions. I shall attend the
Atherstone lunch – an event that Geoffrey
Vero always attended but, as he is sadly no
longer with us, his widow, Frankie, has
graciously accepted my invitation. I look

forward to seeing many of you at the Luton
lunch, organised by John Horn. The Feltmak-
ers’ Award competition is a fantastic way to
encourage young milliners and I shall be part
of that again. Another tradition we have all
enjoyed is our association with HMS
Lancaster which has recently completed its
re-fit. 
My second theme is to raise the profile of
our Livery and its membership.  We already
“punch above our weight”!  The Master
Feltmaker and Wardens are first through the
door of the Mansion House, bearing the new
Lord Mayor’s tricorn, a tradition started by
Past Master, Sir Hugh Wontner.
We can also hold our heads (and hats) high
at the biennial Red Cross Christmas Fair,
where the Feltmakers’ consistently raise
more money than any other Livery. 
Another event that serves our profile well is
our successful organisation of the Inter-
Livery Tennis Tournament at Queen’s Club.
My third theme is to encourage all Livery-
men to participate in the life of the Livery
and its charitable pursuits. With the upgrad-
ing of our website led by Simon Wilkinson,
there will be no excuse for missing events.
We have a float in the Lord Mayor’s Show
and it is a great honour to welcome this
evening, fellow Feltmaker and Lord Mayor
Elect, William Russell, and his wife Hilary.
Under the energetic leadership of Simon
Wood and the Feltmakers’ Organising
Committee, planning is underway for a
colourful and exciting display of hats and
vintage cars. Adding to the excitement will
be over 170 members of our fellow Swiss
Guild, the Waag, led by their Master, Philippe
Oswald Welti, assisted by René Kalt and
Renato Compostella.
Our Chaplain, Andrew Pritchard-Keens, and I
look forward to seeing many of you and
your families at the Carol Service at St
Bartholomew’s. This year, we will combine
with my chosen charity, Mencap, and
welcome celebrity readers and the English
Baroque choir. 
Another joint event with Mencap will be a
“Call My Music and General Knowledge
Bluff” quiz in April , and in the summer I will
host a Garden Party in my London home. 
Many of my family are here tonight so please
give them a typically warm Feltmakers’
welcome! 
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Jeremy Bedford joined the Feltmakers in
2000, following in the footsteps of his
father, who was Master in 2004/5.  After
graduating in Political Science from the
University of North Carolina, Jeremy
joined the Corporate Finance department
of Salomon Brothers in 1991.  In 1997, he
moved to Morgan Stanley where he
worked on the UK Equity Desk, after
which he ran the Equities team at Investec
in London, New York, Johannesburg and
Cape Town from 2003.

In 2006, Jeremy joined the then recently
founded Fulcrum Asset Management,
where he became a Partner, and helped
build the business to become a major
institutional asset manager before setting
up his own  capital raising and consultancy
business in 2018.

Jeremy is a Governor of Sedbergh School
and is also Chairman of the Sedbergh
School Foundation. He lives near
Cambridge with his wife, Sophie, and their
three daughters. 

I was introduced to the Feltmakers by Past
Master, Susan Wood, our first Lady Master.
Susan was a longstanding friend of my
sister’s and, therefore knew that my
husband, Alan, was standing as an
Alderman. She rightly surmised that I
might be interested in joining a Livery and
invited me to a Dinner at Apothecaries’
Hall when Geoffrey Vero was Master
(whom I also knew).  The friendliness of
the Feltmakers worked its magic, as did
the news that they organised the Inter-
Livery tennis!  The rest is history. A
reminder to all how we can attract new
blood to the Livery!
From 2014-2015, Alan was Lord Mayor of
the City of London.  As Lady Mayoress, I
participated fully in his busy schedule and
accompanied him on trips to South
America and the Far East. As well as
organising numerous charitable events at
the Mansion House, I initiated a tea for the
diplomatic consorts that has since become
an annual event in the Lady Mayoress’
programme. 
I spent my early years in the Far East, Sri
Lanka, Hong Kong and Singapore.  I read
History at Cardiff University before taking
a Post Graduate Certificate of Education
at King’s College London. I then taught in
several London comprehensive schools,
becoming Head of History and Deputy
Head of the Sixth Form.
Alan and I have two sons: Max, our eldest,
has special needs and lives in a sheltered
community in Gillingham, Dorset, where
he works in Thorngrove Garden Centre
which provides support for people with 

learning difficulties. Guy is a qualified
accountant, working in private equity.  He
is married to Susannah and has given us
our first grandchild, Phoebe.
I have been Governor of a comprehensive
school, representing the Special Needs
Department, and chairing the Exclusions
Committee.  I joined the governing body
of Finton House School, a private
preparatory school in Wandsworth, and
was Chair of Governors for many years. I
am currently on the Board of Governors
of the City of London Freemen’s School at
Ashtead.
For the last 20 years, I have been involved
with Mencap and chaired a Special Events
committee, organising a wide variety of
fundraising activities including a very
successful fashion show at Goldsmiths’
Hall, thanks to generous support from the
Goldsmiths’ Livery.  I have also been
involved in organising the annual carol
service for Mencap at St Bartholomew’s
Church, London. 
I have helped run the Feltmakers’ popular
hat stall at the Red Cross Christmas
Market at Guildhall and represented the
Company in the annual Inter-Livery Tennis
Tournament organised by the Feltmakers
at Queen’s Club.  I am an enthusiastic
supporter of the Company links with the
Waag, our fellow Guild in Zurich, and have
visited twice to join their Sechslauten
celebrations. I was also actively involved in
planning for the Feltmakers’ participation
in the 2019 Lord Mayor’s Show, when we
celebrated the installation of Feltmaker,
William Russell, as Lord Mayor in
November 2019. 

Our New Master

Following His Father’s Footsteps
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After a wonderful Indian summer, the
evening of 4th October was rather chilly
as Liverymen gathered at Haberdashers’
Hall for the Installation Dinner.  This was
to be a very special occasion, as we were
welcoming Lady Yarrow as our third lady
Master.
Grace was led by our Chaplain, The Rev.
Andrew Pritchard-Keens, who noted it
was the Feast of St Francis of Assisi.  The
atmosphere was very jolly from the outset
as we all enjoyed the splendid food and
accompanying wines, which we always
appreciate when dining at Haberdashers’.

Following the Loyal toasts proposed by
the Master, Assistant Sarah McLeod
warmly welcomed the guests including
Master Haberdasher, James Kinimonth;
Master Tallow Chandler, Anthony Green;
Upper Bailiff of the Weavers’ Company,
William Makower; Master Woolman, Mark
Johnson; Master Watermen and
Lightermen, Tony Maynard, and the
Master’s principal guest, The Right
Honourable Baroness Hallett, DBE.
In her speech Baroness Hallett put the
record straight about the justice system
and the judiciary.  Judges are not the
potential enemies of the people nor do
they do their best to ensure that criminals
are let loose on the street. As there is no
written law, sentencing decisions can differ
but everyone is given a fair trial (unlike the
court of the Queen of Hearts!) and it is
the duty of the defence advocate to put

forward the defence.  A further criticism
of judges is that they are elitist but many,
including Baroness Hallett herself, are from
non-traditional backgrounds.  In defence of
court dress, she stated that the wearing of
wigs provides a mask which lends objectiv-
ity. Baroness Hallett then stressed that
judges deserve courtesy, as they do a diffi-
cult job in difficult circumstances and to
the best of their ability. In proposing the
toast, she congratulated the Master and
the Company on electing its third lady
Master and stated that it was timely, as it
was 100 years since the Sex Disqualifica 

tion Act when women were formally
admitted to legal and other professional
organisations.
In her first address, our Master thanked
Past Master Bill Gammell for his commit-
ment during the year and welcomed
Jeremy Bedford as our new Fourth
Warden.  She congratulated Nicholas
Hilliard on his appointment as a Justice of
the High Court before inviting Lt.
Commander Mike Bray RN to update us
on the activities of HMS Lancaster
following a 2 year refit.  The Master has
chosen Mencap as her charity and raising
the profile of the Livery and  increasing its
membership are to be her focus.  
The Master then brought this convivial and
entertaining evening to a close by inviting
the assembled guests to join her for a
stirrup cup.  A wonderful start to an
exciting year ahead!

Elaine Howard

Installation Dinner

3w w w . f e l t m a k e r s . c o . u k  /   t w i t t e r  -  @ f e l t m a k e r l o n d o n



The Feltmakers was proud to support the
Helen Arkell Charity by hosting a dinner
and auction at the Cavalry and Guards
Club in October.
Among the lots was a fortnight for 16 in
an exclusive Swiss chalet and a limited
edition “Bowie” by Daniel Mernagh, not to
mention a blue sapphire and diamond
earrings and pendant set from Asprey’s.
Some 68 guests attended, raising in excess
of £15,900, exceeding the target set by our
Charity Committee.  We would like to say
that the quality and quantity of the wine
had nothing to do with the generosity of
those present, but it might have helped.
The attendees’ evening was further en-
hanced by two inspirational speeches. One
by a grandson of Helen Arkell who, despite
having Dyslexia, and as a result of direct
help from his grandmother, has become a
test pilot in the Royal Navy Fleet Air Arm.
The other, by Feltmaker Liveryman,
Samantha Gordon, also Dyslexic, who
despite the condition, has not only gained a
Law degree and a Masters in International
Business Management, but is now a
solicitor with Ronald Fletcher Baker LLP,
whose Partners were also present to

support the charity.
Both speakers explained the problems they
faced at school, either being accused of
laziness, being unintelligent or worse.
Samantha explained how her school
removed her from the Oxbridge entry
cohort, even though her actual marks were
some of the highest in her year, because
her English teacher did not believe in
Dyslexia and instead branded her “lazy”.

The Charity Committee dedicated
themselves and the Company to raising
some £40,000 for Helen Arkell over a
three year commitment, and are therefore
delighted that they have beaten their own
year one target. Their express intention is
to repeat this dinner in 2020, and to
exceed expectations.

Graeme Gordon

Helen Arkell overcame her own dyslexia
to become an inspirational figure for many
who benefitted from her support, advice
and expertise. Fifty years on, the epony-
mous Charity has helped children who
were chronically dyslexic to become suc-
cessful adults in all walks of life.  Helen
worked tirelessly to ensure that dyslexia
was taken seriously, not only by educa-
tional authorities, but also by the public.
She received an MBE in 1999, and further
royal recognition followed in 2003, when
she was honoured as a Pioneer to the Life
of the Nation.  Helen founded The Helen
Arkell Centre with Joy Pollock and Elisa-
beth Waller, and it has been based in Fren-
sham, Surrey, since 1987. Commenting on
its work, actress Susan Hampshire, said: “I
have remained a devoted admirer of Helen
since meeting her 40 years ago. Without
her pioneering work, countless dyslexics
would still be struggling at the back of the
classroom”. 
Supporting The Helen Arkell Dyslexia
Charity meets the mandate we agreed
with the Livery to find a cause we could
support that not only helps individuals to
make their way in life but also where we,
as Feltmakers, could have a significant im-
pact.  We can do this through both finan-
cial support in the form of donations but
also helping the Charity to achieve its
fundraising goals through publicity, advice 

and mentoring support.  It is an opportu-
nity for every Liveryman to become in-
volved with the Charity’s aims and
objectives.  We all know family or friends
who are dyslexic and have struggled with
their studies or in the workplace through
being misunderstood. 
Dyslexia is ill-defined and still not yet fully
understood. It does not help that there
are many definitions and many labels such
as “reading disability” and “specific learning
difficulty”. Neuroscience is in its infancy
and there is much more to do and learn
before we understand how the brain
works differently in some individuals.
Some ignorant labelling can stigmatise.
Simply saying that you have dyslexia is not
the full story. Dyslexia may range from
mild to severe; the difficulties may only
come to light through challenges in the en-
vironment such as being confronted with
literacy tasks at school.  Learning becomes
more difficult as the reading load in-
creases; reading is an effort rather than
fluent and automatic.  The transition to
secondary education, with a plethora of
subjects, may highlight difficulties with or-
ganisation, recalling verbal information and
increased written output demands. Then
the shift to tertiary education, where the
support of family and school is removed,
may expose challenges in independent
learning. The workplace can be a minefield,

as promotions increase administration 
duties or a change of management
imposes new systems or requires
qualifications which do not offer reason-
able adjustments for those who may
process information more slowly than
their peers. We know that dyslexia can
overlap with other specific learning diffi-
culties, making people with dyslexia pres-
ent different ways of processing.  Most
typically, there may be overlaps with
dyspraxia and attention problems. No two
people with dyslexia are identical. In addi-
tion to different ways of thinking, they are
individuals. They can determine how
positive they are when confronted with
difficulties; they can be creative in
compensating for these difficulties and
finding solutions. 

PM Jeremy Brassington

Our New Charitable Cause
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Auction Exceeds Expectations For Helen Arkell Charity
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Wonderful
Worldwide Web
Not only has our website, www.feltmak-
ers.co.uk, been updated to give it a newer,
refreshed look and feel, but it has had a
major overhaul below the covers, so to
speak. With the basic platform being en-
hanced, new and useful tools that may be
required should be able to blend seam-
lessly into the site. 
The new site has also had a colour update,
with the Feltmakers’ ‘brand’ colours to the
fore, as well a clean and simple line.
New click-through options are now em-
bedded in the site, allowing swifter naviga-
tion, whilst maintaining the members’-only
site for key information and data.
The landing page itself, is probably the
most obvious change. One big picture and
three smaller “thumbnail” pictures show
above the ‘fold’.  There are simple links to
the most recent posts. Just hover over and
click to access the story in full. Each has
representative pictures to catch the eye,
followed by the post itself.
Another key change is to the Master and
Wardens’ site. Now you can see not only
pictures of them all, but short biographies,
too. 
What’s more, while still explaining our
proud history, we have now focused on
the “Livery today!” which shows the vital
part our Company and the others play in
today’s Square Mile and beyond.
Like almost any IT related project, this one
took longer than hoped for, but we are
now there and phase two is on the blocks.
None of this would have been possible
without the time, effort and dedication of
Simon Wilkinson, Louise Waller, Lewis King
(our 3rd party IT guru) and other mem-
bers of the Company. On behalf of all
users I would like to thank them for their
excellent work.

Graeme Gorden

A dedicated, enthusiastic and talented
group of Feltmakers broke our 2017 sales
record and beat every other Livery Com-
pany at this year’s biennial Red Cross
Christmas Market, selling an astonishing
£5,680 worth of stock in two days!
Once again, generous donations of exqui-
site headwear from our own milliner liv-
erymen as well as third party suppliers,
made our stall the most dramatically eye-
catching.  But every individual made an
enormous contribution to our success.
From the heavy-lifting (special thanks to
Chris Horsburgh who saved the day when
we discovered we were a few screws
loose on our huge display unit!  He drove
across London to find a hardware store

open on a Sunday!), to the expert mer-
chandising and engaging sales patter – it
was a winning combination.
Potential customers often sheepishly curi-
ous to try on a hat, only to whip it off in
embarrassment, were gently cajoled by
our expert milliners to re-try the item,
this time trying it at a different tilt.  By
contrast, other visitors to our stall
couldn’t buy enough!  Either way, so many
commented that ours was the most lively!
We were a very happy, albeit exhausted,
team by the end but we had experienced a
real sense of camaraderie and all for an
exceptionally good cause! 

Rebecca Nelson  

Feltmakers Way Ahead  At Red
Cross Christmas Market 

On a sunny July afternoon at the Cavalry
& Guards Club, the Feltmakers’ Charity
Committee unveiled the Livery’s latest
beneficiary, the Helen Arkell Dyslexia
Charity.  Helen Arkell is one of the leading
lights in dyslexia expertise, providing learn-
ing and skills support for all ages, as well as
professional training for educators.  Those
with dyslexia see words upside down or
back to front, or perhaps swimming before
their eyes.  There are many other symp-
toms and it is hereditary, affecting 1 in 10
people in the UK.  
PM, Jeremy Brassington, who chairs the
Charity Committee, reminded us of our

duty to offer more than simply financial
help to the charities the Livery supports.
The goal with Helen Arkell is for it to be-
come an integral part of the Livery as we
actively participate in its endeavours.
Andy Cooke, the Charity’s CEO, explained
how the organisation helps those affected
by dyslexia to find coping strategies and
offers personal, one to one consultation,
mentoring and coaching.  All these services
are offered free of charge to those from
lower income backgrounds.  
This was followed by an impassioned talk
by liveryman, Sam Gordon, who is dyslexic
herself.  Her trials at school, as a result of

her dyslexia, only served to make her
more determined to succeed (she is now
a lawyer).  Offering an insight into her per-
sonal battles, Sam praised the work of
Helen Arkell and how it acts as a bridge,
providing support to dyslexic individuals
and their families.  She said that if dyslexia
isn’t recognised and handled properly, it
remains a disadvantage as people are mis-
understood and accused of being lazy or
unintelligent when the opposite is true.
Among the more well-known individuals
with dyslexia are Albert Einstein, Richard
Branson and Princess Beatrice.
Rebecca Nelson

Introducing The Feltmakers New Charity - The Helen Arkell Dyslexia Charity



To start a weekend of great spectacle and
pagentry, some 40 Feltmakers were de-
lighted to be invited by our sister guild
from Zurich, the Zunft Zur Waag, to join
them for a ‘Livery Style’ dinner at
Fishmongers’ Hall, the night before the
Lord Mayor’s Show.
It became apparent very quickly that this
wasn’t going to be a usual Livery dinner, as
we were greeted by a contingent of the
seventy strong Waag band in full flow. Elo-
quent in English and Swiss/German, the
Stubenmeister of the Waag welcomed the
Zunftmeister, Philippe Oswald Welti; our
Master, Lady Gilly Yarrow; the two past
Lord Mayors present, Sir David Wootton
and Sir Alan Yarrow; the Swiss Ambassador;
Past Master David Bentata; Our Clerk;
Assistant Simon Wood on behalf of the
whole Organising Committee, and the
Pageantmaster for the Lord Mayor’s Show,
Dominic Reid. He then reassured the

Waag who were concerned that they
would get a later part of the evening
wrong – that the Loving Cup is a gesture,
not a commitment!
We were then delighted to welcome our
new Lord Mayor, William Russell, who in
between other events, found time to come
in and say a few words. He was presented
with some gifts by the Waag, and was
promised another gift if, or when, he
turned up at the next Sechseläuten in
Zurich.
Following grace, and with a hearty ‘En

guete’ (roughly translated as bon appetit)
we were treated to a fantastic dinner ac-
companied by some excellent wines, and
the ritual of the Loving Cup was negoti-
ated without too many challenges.

Speeches followed from the Zunftmeister
who raised a toast to the beautiful cities of
London and Zurich, from Past Master
David Bentata who spoke in flawless
Swiss/German to roars of approval from
the Waag contingent, and from our Master,
Gilly Yarrow, the former history teacher
who gave us a history lesson, particularly
regarding the fantastic artwork in Fish-
mongers’ Hall. After an exchange of gifts, it
was time for a Stirrup Cup, again some-
thing that had to be explained to our

friends from Zurich, but another tradition
that was enthusiastically embraced.
The evening will be remembered by all
those Feltmakers who attended as a very
special one, with slightly less formality than
a regular Livery dinner. The warmth of the
welcome by the Waag was a true testa-
ment to the relationship that has been
built up between us, and the swearing in of
Renato Compostella as the newest
Liveryman of the Worshipful Company of
Feltmakers during the dinner has further
cemented that happy bond.

Simon Millar
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Swiss Roll Up To Host Special Dinner At Fishmongers’ Hall
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Swiss Roll Up To Host Special Dinner At Fishmonger’s Hall

Grace for Feltmakers and Waag

Together ....... 
Feltmakers and Swiss Guild

Thank God for food and glasses filled……
.

Tonight ..... That God bless our 
Lord Mayor,

Our lands, our loved ones is our prayer…
….

Tomorrow ...... with linen, wool, felt 
and chapeau

By grace ….. we'll ‘float’ in 
Lord Mayor's Show.

Amen

Gnade für Filzmacher und Waag

Zusammen. ...... Filzmacher und 
Schweizer Zunft

Gott sei Dank für Essen und Gläser
gefüllt........

Abend. .... Gott segne unseren 
Oberbürgermeister,

Unser Land, unsere lieben ist unser
Gebet........

Morgen. ..... mit Leinen, Wolle, Filz 
und chapeau

Durch Gnade ..... wir ‘schweben’ in
Lord Mayors Show.
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Out of the chaos came order!  Assembling
in Aldersgate St., it never seemed likely
that such a collection of colours, move-
ment, noise and dress (whether costume
or fancy dress) could be fused into a single
parade.
Following excellent briefings from Adrian
and the Parade Marshall, the cry of
“we’re off!” went up. The three vintage
cars in front belched into life, bands broke
into rhythm and the steam whistle on the
traction engine behind went off at full
throttle.
At first, we were timid with the crowds
lining the pavements but before long we
were exchanging “high fives”, shouts of
“good morning” and doffing hats randomly,
or by way of acknowledgement, to fellow
hat wearers in the crowd.
My favourite moment (moments!) was
managing to catch that unlikely person in
the public, who must have been standing
and watching for hours, managing to catch
their eye with a wave and a smile, and get-
ting a wave or smile back.  Also the high
fives going on behind me!  
Arriving at our assembly venue, it was

clear exactly how much thought and per-
sonal effort by many had gone into our
float.  The “commander” already dressed
and directing the ranks, our float leader
very much in control, and a huge plan
unfolding.  
But best of all was entering the dressing
room where the “Hatting Team” distrib-
uted cloaks and beautiful hats for the
ladies from boxes, labelled with size of
head, hair colour, height, designer and so
on.  So, so professional and clearly a mas-
sive amount of detail.  
We boys were guided to get our act
together ourselves, but the ladies looked
particularly fantastic thanks to the Hatting
Team. It was quite clear at that point that
our Livery is no ordinary one.  We didn’t
just order placards off the internet and
wander through the City streets; our
Livery was there, writ large, with a
fabulous float and Model T Fords to take
the less mobile, in force with the WAAG!  
Our float was all about hatting 
- BRILLIANT!   

The impact of the capes and hats was
tremendous, very visual, the hatmakers had
done so well. Hats are great for engaging
with the crowd, the Lord Mayor and the
Grandstands.
The cars provided a very important
statement, and of course, carried the
Feltmakers who could not do the distance
on foot. 
Terrific to have John Bowler in the Parade. 
Gilly led the float with good humour, and 
conducted probably the best BBC
interview. 
I loved every moment and was so de-
lighted that the crowd were so happy and
interactive.  The two-way exchanges made
my day!  A highlight was passing the Lord
Mayor and him doffing his tricorn to us.  It
was humbling to be part of such a long
tradition and the fact that the public were
still supportive on the return journey in
the rain was wonderful.
It was an honour for me and a huge
pleasure.  
The whole event was very well organised,
from the welcome speech to the walking
part. Everything was very clearly explained.
Overall, it could not be better. 
For me, the highlight at the planning stage

was the afternoon spent a Locks - trying on
hats - a dressing-up box extraordinaire!
The overwhelming memory of the day was
happiness - happiness of team Feltmaker 

and our Waag friends, happiness of the 
thousands watching and cheering us on.
To be part of it all was very special.
Amid a joyous cacophony of sound, both
musical and applause, the Lord Mayor’s
procession wound its way around the City.
We Feltmakers were delighted and proud
to have one of our own Liverymen,
Alderman William Russell, as Lord Mayor
this year. The enjoyment and fun of being
involved was unmissable - a very
memorable day!
My overarching memory of the day was
that the Feltmakers’ float was, once again,
a “class act”, way ahead of any of the other
livery company floats, with beautiful vehi-
cles and banners serving as a stage for we,
elegantly-attired, walkers to strut our stuff
in front of the Lord Mayor and thousands
of spectators looking on appreciatively. 
I have a series of mini memories, including
walking alongside Ian Wright, to my left,
with his fearsome gauntlets, and Nick Lee,
to my right, who quipped, when I observed
that all the hand-waving was no good for
my golf drive, that maybe that wasn’t such
a bad thing! Adrian Gubby was magnifi-
cent as our commander, bringing serene
order where there could so easily have
been chaos, and Gilly, our Master, so
warmly articulate in everything she said in
getting us underway and thanking the
Waag in M Restaurant for their magnifi-
cent hospitality. Finally, who could forget
our agile photographer who seemed to be
in about four places all at once?
Many thanks to the Committee for all
their immaculate organisation which
allowed all of us to enjoy an excellent day
out, fraternising extensively with our
friends in the Livery and making new
friends with our sister guild in Zurich.
It was absolutely incredible that such a
huge show can run so smoothly without
any obvious hitches - the planning that
goes into organising such an event is 
phenomenal.

Memories Of The Lord Mayor’s Show 2019

Picture Capital UK
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I was quite amazed at the huge crowds that
came to enjoy the spectacle - how refresh-
ing it was to see so many beaming and
cheerful faces - it certainly put all the cur-
rent doom and gloom well into the shad-
ows - it was a joy to be part of the parade
and to soak in the happy atmosphere.
As well as being great fun, it is and was a
huge privilege to be able take part in
something so special as the Lord Mayor’s
Show. As one of back row of marchers,
who happened to be placed on the out-
side, it was a real pleasure to be able to
greet some of those who had come to
watch the procession with ‘Good
morning’, sometimes to ‘touch hands’ with
youngsters holding out theirs in greeting,
and of course waving one’s hat to one and
all in salutation. Located where we were,
we could see all of our own float, our
fellow marchers preceded by the three
Model T Fords, and ahead of us, our
friends from the Waag and their band. 
I was later surprised and delighted by the
coincidence of friends at home turning on
the television news at just the right time,
and seeing us all marching together, even
recognising me waving my Tricorn!
But the most special moment, which really
highlighted to me the privilege of being
part of the day, was immediately after the
march was over and we were walking back
to refresh ourselves, and change. For a
blind Asian girl and her ‘minder’, an older
Englishman, asked me to stop so that she
could actually touch my dark blue woollen
cape, and its badge, and so experience at
first hand just a tiny part of what her col-
league had been telling her as the day pro-
gressed. I then leant forwards and invited
her to touch my Tricorn hat, and she ex-
claimed with joy when she felt the feather
in it, as well as remarking on the shape and
texture. I asked her name and where she
was from and learned that she came from
South Korea, although her English was ex-
cellent. In response to my next question
she confirmed that she belonged to the
Presbyterian Church of Korea. We parted
friends, acknowledging our common faith,
and I felt humbled that we, who have so
much and had enjoyed ourselves so hugely,
can be taking part in something that is so

special that someone from another land
who cannot see, also wants to share in it
so much.
What a great coming together of the

Feltmakers and Waag kindred spirits.  It
was a superb weekend and a great thank
you to all the organising committee.
A great Parade and, echoing the thanks to
the organising committee, for the hard
work which went in to delivering such a
fine result.  In a word, sensational!
Experiences such as Saturday, make up my
collage of ‘happy thoughts’.  I was most
definitely privileged to be a beneficiary of
the efforts made by the organising commit-
tee and the hospitality of the Waag, who’s
energy was magnificent. A wonderful day
indeed.
Not only do we have special memories

but we may have contributed cherished
and unforgettable moments to others.
What a wonderful experience and so hon-
oured to be there, certainly one for the
memory bank.  Watching the re-run on
catch-up, I realised what organisational
skill went into the whole show, particularly
from our team, and so good to see Gilly
representing us all so well.
So many memories of a wonderful day
which was the product of so much plan-
ning and preparation that happily meas-
ured up to all hope and expectation. 
My most treasured memory was probably
being interviewed by the BBC and being
able to put the Feltmakers and their sup-
port for hatting on the telly! Also marching
along the streets of London to the jolly
Waag band, which somehow put a spring
in our steps and meant my feet didn't hurt
as much as I thought they would!
It was a huge honour to be one of the 41
representatives of the Feltmakers to take
part in this year’s Lord Mayor’s Show. And
a huge thank you to all those for such
seamless organisation. The few seconds of
film I managed to covertly take during the
Parade is surely a reminder of the pleasure

and gratitude of our audience, as well as
reminding us of the speed, determination
and sheer willpower it took us ‘unfit
mortals’ to complete the circuit!
The weather was fine and sunny, but cold
with the wind in the North.  It was grand
for the most part if you were walking or
riding under cover.  However, if you were
an observer standing still it must have
been really cold, particularly in the
shadows.  I was impressed with the crowd’s
reaction; if you waved your hat and
cheered, many responded and waved and
called out, all ages from 3 to 70+.  They
must have been very cold and on the return
trip, damp, but they were lively and
appreciative.
The atmosphere of fun and joy in ‘The
City’ was palpable.... especially amongst
the Feltmakers and the indefatigable Waag!
It was a day of camaraderie... helping each
other with hats and capes, getting in and
out of exquisite automobiles, engaging
endlessly with perfect strangers of all ages
and sizes!! And always getting a big smile
or a high 5 back!
A particular highlight was when Rachel
Trevor-Morgan pulled out her Pol Roger
hip flask, exquisitely engraved with a horse,
to share her ‘Whisky Mac’ with her
beautifully hatted friends!! All in all, a very
memorable experience. 
What a fun day it was. I can’t believe I’d
never been to the Lord Mayor’s Show
before, even as a child.  It is not only an
amazing spectacle but as a participant, I
found the atmosphere fabulously
energising and enormously enjoyable. My
sister and cousin, both also there for the
first time, loved it too and were thrilled by
their seats in the ‘Feltmakers’ block
opposite St Paul’s. 

Picture Carole Denford

Throughout the parade
Feltmakers and Waag as one

On foot and on float.

The greatest pleasure
For me whilst playing my part

Was feeling the warmth.

It spread from the crowd
And mingled with the spirit

Of friendship and fun.
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An exciting new incarnation of The British
Hat Guild was launched in May when a
group of 35 of the UK’s leading milliners
and headwear professionals met to create
a friendly association. This talented group
would be united by the following princi-
ples: Craftsmanship, Artistry, Creativity,
Heritage, Education and Inspiration, and
between them bring together a wealth of
expertise from across the UK. 

The former guild, established in Luton in
the 1950s, had comprised a large number
of well-established hat manufacturers and
suppliers, so numerous and prestigious
that they supplied the world with UK
manufactured hats for many, many years. 

Sadly, during the mid-1990s, Far Eastern
products flooded the market and gradually
this major industry fragmented and almost
died. But headwear makers have a tenacity
of their own and what developed was the
‘craft sector’ and resurgence of the ‘cou-
ture milliner’. This success is largely due to
the importance and excellence of our
teachers, past and present, four of whom
are Honorary Members of the new Guild:
Kirsten Scott, Marie O’Regan, Rose Cory
and Shirley Hex.
The website,
(www.thebritishhatguild.org.uk) hosts in-
formation, provides guidance and publishes
hat news; perfect for people across the 

globe who are as fascinated by hats as we
are. It will also showcase galleries of its
members’ creations and expertise and
promote the very finest hat making
techniques and design. 
There are plans to extend the Guild’s core
membership to include associate
members, including professional milliners,
manufacturers and suppliers. Guild mem-
bers are committed to high standards of 

training and excellence, and this will be
shared through the talents of our very
experienced tutors.
The Guild will also represent the millinery
and hat making trade in discussions with
government, trade bodies and overseas
markets. In coming years, it will spearhead
public events and exhibitions. 

Carole Denford

Our charitable foundation is making a
£5,000 award to support a young milliner
for one year at Cockpit Arts, the UK’s only
creative business incubator for
craftspeople. 
Cockpit has some 47 partnerships and
provides studio space for a wide variety of
crafts, including weaving and jewellery
making.  There are workshops on how to
run a business, and individuals are encour-
aged to expand beyond their comfort
zone of design or creating, and to under-
stand the business aspect of pricing, mar-
keting, cash flow, etc., to enable them to
run sustainable businesses.
There were 15 applicants, all of a high
standard and deserving of support in one
form or another, but Aurelie (“Lily”)
Pouzet, 29, was unanimously selected by
the judging panel who were convinced her
talent could develop from the Cockpit

Arts facilities and process. 
There will be a six month review of her
progress which will include comments
from Lily herself and Cockpit, and we an-
ticipate she will be attending some of our
events to get to know more Feltmakers.  If
anyone is interested in attending the
Cockpits open days, please follow this link
for details https://cockpitarts.com/shop-
cockpit/open-studios/

Anne Mannix

British Hat Guild Given New Life By The Nation’s Finest Milliners

Feltmakers’ Support For Cockpit Arts

Picture Peter Clarke
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Livery milliners Rachel Trevor-Morgan,

Edwina Ibbotson and Noel Stewart came

together once again to curate ‘Unveiled -

The Craft of Millinery’ as part of London

Craft Week 2019.  This year, it was a real

celebration of the milliner’s skill with more

emphasis on the craft and demonstrating

how hats are made. 

The main exhibition comprised 14 of the

best British milliners, each one being asked

to focus on a different skill – feathers, cut

and sew, flowers, etc., the idea being to

reveal the different processes involved.

Tools and ‘working materials’ were

displayed with each hat. There was also the

addition of an exhibition workroom where

visitors could see hats being made.

There were three ticketed events over

three days: Harvy Santos held a master-

class in wirework, Edwina Ibbotson and

Bridget Bailey shared insights into their

careers and design processes, Paul Stafford

from The Season Hats talked about laser

cutting and Jo Miller talked about using

alternative materials and resin-based

millinery. The talks were a huge success

with all profits going to The Feltmakers’

Charitable Foundation.

Also on display were this year’s winners of

the Feltmakers’ Design Competition. One

of the winning hats from Northampton

College was selected by Vogue stylists for

a Tim Walker photo shoot in Mexico! The

winners and their tutors were also invited

to the Private View giving them a special

opportunity to mingle with the established

names in the millinery world.

Special thanks to all at The ArtWorkers’

Guild who hosted the main exhibition and

talks, to The Worshipful Company of

Feltmakers and to Fenwick’s where the

exhibition was displayed for the weekend.

Rachel Trevor-Morgan 

Now in its 25th year, the Feltmakers’
Design Competition has become the most
coveted award for those working towards
a career in millinery, being tailored specifi-
cally for students, apprentices and those
who have recently launched headwear
businesses of their own. With no set
theme, the Competition encourages inno-
vative design to develop processes,
shapes, styles and interesting combinations
of felt with other materials. Each entry
must include artwork to show the
thought process and inspiration behind
the design, including the construction and
any new developments used in the
making. 
Seven prizes are given and the overall win-
ner receives a generous financial reward
plus an invitation to the Summer Banquet
at Mansion House. It is also encouraging 

that many past prizewinners have
progressed to become recognised names
within the industry. This year saw an im-
pressive number of entries from Austria,
Finland, France, Germany and the Nether-
lands, traditionally known for making felt
hats. 

Participating colleges often include the
Award in their winter syllabus so that en-
tries can be ready for submission the fol-
lowing February. Judging takes place in the
spring at Haberdashers’ Hall with a small
group of recognised experts, headed by
Liveryman, Rachel Trevor-Morgan. The
panel included milliners Edwina Ibbotson
and Noel Stewart, designer and manufac-
turer Ian Wright; retired manufacturer,
William Horsman; and Carole Denford,
journalist. We were also delighted to be
joined by Leo Fenwick, head of brands at
Fenwick Ltd. We were joined by Lady
Mayoress, Mrs Lindy Estlin and Shrieval
Consort, Mrs Amanda Keaveny, who were
welcomed by The Master, William
Gammell.

Rachel Trevor-Morgan 

Developing New Talent -The Feltmakers’ Design Award 

London Craft Week 2019: Unveiled – The Craft of Millinery Exhibition

Picture Peter Clarke



A new Lord Mayor is elected annually with
a wealth of tradition and much celebration.
It is a title that goes back to the 12th
century, and one that has this year been
granted to William Russell, who is the
692nd Lord Mayor of London.
To mark the end of one mayoralty and the
beginning of the next, the new Lord Mayor
is sworn into office at a ceremony known
as ‘The Silent Ceremony’ that takes place
in Guildhall the day prior to the Lord
Mayor’s Show.
The ceremony is witnessed by the Alder-
men, the City officers, Masters of Livery
Companies and hundreds of their fellow
Liverymen and begins with the procession
of the City hierarchy into the Hall. It is as
rich in pageantry as it is ancient in history
although it only lasts some twenty
minutes. 
The Lord Mayor-Elect swears his oath of
office, and then without a word being spo-
ken, the tricorn hat is removed from the
outgoing Lord Mayor and placed on the
head of the newly elected Mayor and with
that small act the power is transferred.
The bells ring out as the doors of the
Grand Hall open onto the Courtyard,
where the new Mayor, with his family,
friends and City dignitaries walks out, to
be greeted by the waiting crowds, eager
photographers and surprised visitors to
London, to celebrate this grand occasion.

The Lord Mayor’s Show takes place the
following day when the new Lord Mayor,
riding in his Gold State Coach, is ‘pre-
sented to the people’. This grand proces-
sion of fun, music and pageantry, takes a
circular route around the City cheered on
by the crowds at every step of the way.
This year, 143 different organisations took
part, including brass bands, the armed
forces, large floats, and ‘riding high’, The
Feltmakers Company, in their vintage cars,
followed by 41 cloaked and hatted walkers.
Our friends of The Waag from Switzerland
preceded us in the procession with their

music and national costumes and helped
to set the pace of our walk. It was an
incredible day.
The final part of the proceedings takes
place the following Tuesday, where by con-
trast, in the intimate setting of Mansion
House, the new Lord Mayor is officially
presented with his new tricorn hat by The
Master of The Feltmakers. It is the only
piece of his wardrobe he is allowed to
retain, and a proud token of his momen-
tous year in office.

Carole Denford

HMS LANCASTER returned from her last
foreign trip in December 2015, after which
she was placed in extended readiness in
Portsmouth harbour. In 2017, the ship was
towed to Plymouth to start a refit but due
to the amount of structural work required,
this was extended to two years. During this
time, the Ship has had over 2000 new steel
inserts put into her hull to make her struc-
turally sound again. This has been no easy
refit; at one stage they had to stop cutting
steel out as LANC was becoming struc-
turally unsound and so more inserts had to
be put back in before they could carry on
with the rest  of the work. 
However, by April 2019, HMS LANCASTER
saw her first six crew members join.  Since
then, the crew has grown to over 130 to
meet the first milestone of Ship Staff Move
On Board. The Ship’s Company rose to the
challenge and we successfully moved back
on board HMS LANCASTER on the 14 Au-
gust 2019. This success was down to the
hard work and dedication of all the parties
involved in the regeneration of the Ship. 
The next challenge is Ready For Sea Date,
currently planned for the 13 December
2019.  Between now and then, we have to
re-commission all of the Marine and
Weapon Engineering systems to ensure we

can safely proceed to sea to carry out the
basic trials. Many of the systems have laid
dormant for four years and we also have to
integrate all of the new equipment which
includes new navigational radar, sea captor
missile system, RT997 radar, communica-
tions equipment and other systems. This
will involve departmental training to ensure
that the Ship’s crew knows how to operate
this safely and also assess the limitations of
the new equipment. On top of all, this we
have to ensure that each member of the
crew is safe to proceed to sea, and so basic
firefighting and damage control exercises

are taking place daily to enhance the basic
knowledge of the crew. 
Our new Captain, Cdr. William Blackett
RN, joins on the 3 December 2019, just
prior to taking the Ship to sea. This is an
ideal time for him to join as he will get to
know the Ship inside and out during the
trials period in early 2020.  Prior to this,
HMS LANCASTER will enter Portsmouth
under her own power for the first time in
nearly four years.

Lt. Cdr. Mike Bray
Senior Naval Officer HMS Lancaster 
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The Sound Of Silence Heralds The New Lord Mayor

HMS Lancaster Gears Up For Return

Picture Carole Denford



The last thing my father said to me was: “Re-
member in your eulogy to make reference to
Marcus Aurelius.” This is typical of my father,
that quite literally on his death bed he was
thinking of legacy and philosophy. Roman Em-
peror, Marcus Aurelius, born Marcus Annius
Verus, was, perhaps, the most famous of our
namesake.  A practical stoic, his book of Med-
itations was often to be found on father’s
bedside table. Aurelius states his core values
as: striving to do one’s best, loyalty, morality,
integrity, reliability, family, God and the
church. 
The many touching letters from our friends
all share the same theme: kind, honourable,
gentlemanly, moral, hardworking, selfless, in-
clusive, energetic, humorous, interested in
everything and everyone he met, a deep
sense of team spirit and public duty, and in
his dying days, his only concern being for
Frankie and his family - stoic and brave in the
face of such adversity. 
His other hero was Wellington, whose penin-
sula campaign would have been Geoffrey’s
Mastermind subject.  He frequently had
Frankie and close friends traipsing over the
Iberian countryside pointing out artillery po-
sitions and the best natural defences. His en-
cyclopaedic knowledge was extraordinary
and this thirst for knowledge spilled into all
aspects of his life, not least politics and his
sense of public duty. 
Like his heroes, Geoffrey was a big believer in
God, Queen and Country.... But his political
persuasion was conservatism with a small ‘c’,
and with his keen sense of moral obligation
and civic duty, he tirelessly canvassed at every
election and has been chairman and presi-
dent of both Surrey Heath and Chobham
Conservatives.
He had absolute conviction in right and
wrong and he believed it was important to
respect other people’s opinions, but that did-
n’t mean you had to agree with them! He
was also particularly fond of the rule of unin-
tended consequences and that things should
be debated in full so as to understand fully,
the ramifications of the actions. 
Geoffrey was born on 9th January 1947 in
Warwickshire.  His father ran the successful
hat manufacturing business of Vero and
Everett - the mad hatters of Atherstone!  Al-
though he never  entered the business, he al-
ways supported the hatting industry - up to
this year attending the St Clement’s Day
lunch and, following his father’s footsteps, to
be Master of the Worshipful Company of
Feltmakers. It fills me with great pride that
his last act as Master was to swear me in as a
Liveryman. 
Apart from my mother, his other great love
was golf. His golfing career started at Mill Hill
School where he was a school prefect, head
of house, captain of cricket, rugby and golf,
and eventually, Governor.  Even then, he was
then an enthusiastic Member of the Midlands
juniors, the South East juniors, the Cavaliers,
the Elders and the Feltmakers.  
We joked that Sunningdale Golf club was his

second church as he spent most Sundays
there. It was a crowning glory of his golfing
career to win one of the “Crown Jewels of
Golf” – The Calcutta Cup, with Henry Rowe.
Geoffrey was an active and successful busi-
nessman and strongly believed in the City of
London as a financial hub. Having qualified as
a chartered accountant, he then spent most
of his career in Corporate Finance, but high-
lights included being Finance Director at Din-
ers Club, Partner at Causeway Capital (a
Lloyd’s name), Chairman and Director of
Epic, Numis and Albion, and also Chairman to
son Alexander’s company, Movidiam, and his
daughter-in law’s-company, Aurelia Probiotics
skincare.
His time at Causeway, working for Lionel An-
thony and David Secker-Walker, defined his
business career and his modus operandi. He
had the deepest respect for them both; they
were his mentors and from them he learnt
and took very seriously the responsibility of
mentorship. James Henderson, a colleague of
Geoffrey’s at Epic and friend of mine, sums
up his business ethos and indeed, his charac-
ter, rather well: “He was a legend - a true
gentleman, a rare character and someone
who made a huge impression wherever he
went and whoever he met. I got to know him
through his work as Chairman of our fund
and I’m so glad I had the privilege to work
with, and learn from, someone so brilliant
who had a rare ability to combine business
with an unshakeable sense of the right way of
going about things. He was also great fun and
always brought laughter to our work”.
Geoffrey was also a trustee of the Lt. Dougie
Dalzell MC Memorial Trust, set up in memory
of my dear friend who was killed in
Afghanistan on is 27th birthday. 
I have been amazed to hear from friends who
only fleetingly knew Geoffrey,  remembering
his ever presence, his support, a word or
counsel and a particular defining event. One
included a cricket match at Harrow where a
Harrovian lied to the umpire about saving a
four and to everyone’s surprise (bar my own
and Frankie’s), Geoffrey jumped out of his di-
rector’s chair and charged up to the umpire
waving his MCC panama, bellowing, “I am an
MCC member and that WAS a four!”. It was
often the principal and not the action, and
much to our frustration, he just could not
stand by on even the littlest things; as for him
the little lies turned into big ones. 
His bellowing baritone was never far from
our halcyon holidays, from building dams on
mill bay in Salcombe, to the Geoffrey Vero
waterski school in Mallorca, open to all and
sundry at 7am. One friend joked that the
whole beach learnt how to waterski after
being woken by Geoffrey’s shouts over the
engine of “knees bent, arms straight!” Or just
as one was enjoying a snooze in the sun, Ge-
offrey was using his foot to mark out a rugby
pitch or pat down a wicket and before one
knew it, the whole beach was dragged into
the game and it was suddenly a cacophony of
laughter. On holiday when he was not wear

ing a panama he was rather fond of a Nike
baseball cap that said “Just do it.” I think that
could be his epitaph. 
In his youth he was apparently partial to, in
his words, “fast cars and fast women....” He
was also rather partial to crashing them - the
cars that is, not the women. His lifelong
friend, Bruce Streather, tells a great story of
Geoffrey crashing his MGB on the way to a
Midlands Juniors golf competition. Apparently,
he was overtaking an oil tanker, was found
wanting halfway through the manoeuvre,
forced to duck under the tanker and then
crashed from the ricochet! Car written off, it
didn’t stop him playing a storming 36 holes!
He married Frankie, “the love of his life”, in
1975. Our parents created a wonderful se-
cure foundation for us and Geoffrey was the
most supportive father through our youth
and our various careers. 
My mother supported him in everything he
did, even if it meant he spent far too much
time on the golf course!  She was, and still is,
the glue of our family and she gave Geoffrey
the unquestioning love and support as his
rock from which to excel. But her actions as
his unwavering, loyal and tolerant nurse maid
since his diagnosis of cancer have been some-
thing to behold; saintly, compassionate and a
remarkable strength to my father. She self-
lessly went about her duty of looking after
him and made his time as comfortable and
happy as possible. 
Everything he did was for the future genera-
tions and that was his primary concern over
the last 8 months. Not worrying about him-
self, but about Frankie and our family. His
strength of character, bravery and dignity in
the face of such adversity is truly awe inspir-
ing. 
I hope you leave this church with a more
positive energetic attitude on life; on family;
on your responsibilities; on the right way to
do things; to believe in your convictions but
understand when to compromise; on inclu-
siveness and selflessness; on friendship and
laughter and by doing this try and emulate
my dear father, Geoffrey. I know it would
have given him pleasure that he had been
given one last opportunity to impart his
“words of wisdom”!

An extract from the eulogy for PM Geoffrey Vero, given by his son, Julian
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Felt is a unique material. Its properties can
be controlled and varied to produce what
are essentially different materials. Its
characteristics range from soft, supple
padding to a hard, dense material ideal for
imparting highly polished surfaces to glass
and metal. Here are just some of its 
contemporary applications:

• Architectural Applications: wall 
coverings, murals, furniture, decorative 
elements

• Automotive Components: drive 
mechanism grease retainers, noise and 
vibration absorption, transmission fluid 
filters

• Electric Motors: felt wicks and packing 
deliver constant, metered oil supply

• Home Appliances: lint and air seals, 
rotating shaft lubricators, anti-rattle 
bumpers

• Polishing and Wiping: lenses, glass, 
pottery, floor scrubbers and polishers, 
metal tubing, rolled sheet steel and 
aluminium, liquid and semi-liquid 
coating application

• Power Tools: felt lubricators, pressure 
pads for sanding machines, fuel filters

• Seals and Bearings: seal out dirt and 
dust while effectively lubricating bearing
internally

• Other Applications: lamp bases, stamp 
pads, anti-scratch pads, weather 
stripping, various cushioning

Past Master Nicholas Hilliard QC, has been
appointed as a Justice of the High Court. This

appointment took effect on 18 November

2019. Henceforth, His Honour Judge Nicholas

Richard Maybury Hilliard QC, will be known as

The Honourable Mr Justice Hilliard. The Lord

Chief Justice will assign Nicholas Hilliard QC to

the Queen’s Bench Division.
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High Court 
Judge 
Appointment

In 2019, We Welcome 
Into The Livery:

Felt Facts
 

1  Tumble Dryer Seals

2  Oiler Roller

3  Envelope Moistener

4  Fuser Heat Shields

5  Oiler Belts

6  Inkjet Head Cleaning Tape

7 Packaging Protection

1

4

2

5

3

6

7

Renato CompostellaSamantha Gordon



Anyone for Tennis?
September saw the Inter-Livery Tennis
competition take place at Queen’s Club,
where once again, the weather gods
looked down kindly on the 24 teams.
Feltmakers 1 and 2 played well, with
Jeremy Bedford and Sarah Hewitt (1)
reaching the Plate final, before ultimately
losing narrowly to the Sadlers in a tussle.
This year’s tournament brought us several
“firsts”, with Edward Playne and Sidney
Yankson, from the Drapers, playing as the
first male duo in the mixed doubles.  The
ever-impressive Tallow Chandlers, beat
them at the quarter finals.
The main draw saw a changing of the
guard, with the Tallow Chandlers, Chris
Kurjian (12 times winner) and partner, Julia

Rosendael, going down, Federer-style, to
the Peal family from the Cordwainers.  The
Drapers’ team, in the form of Amelia
Potter and Richard Ingle, finally took the
honours in a thrilling final.
Once again, we were delighted to
welcome the Vintners, with special thanks
going to Paul Graham for arranging the
generous sponsorship of the prizes and
reception by Pol Roger.
Gilly Yarrow gave a rousing speech, thank-
ing the players, guests and organisers, Sarah
McLeod, Bruce Fraser and Simon Wood,
and the evening was fuelled by good
humour, served up, of course, with lashings
of Pol Roger!

Simon Wood

Sporting Life
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On a rather dull day in early March it was
a pleasure to enter the warmth of Drap-
ers’ Hall for the annual Inter Livery Bridge
Competition hosted by the Makers of Play-
ing Cards Company.  Carolyn Phillips and I
had formed a new partnership to repre-
sent Feltmakers at this event and we were
very much looking forward to a sociable
evening.
We were welcomed on arrival by the Mas-
ter Playing Cards Maker, Michael Davis-
Marks, and shown into the Court Dining
Room where tea and biscuits were offered.
Play began at 5.30 p.m. in both the Drawing
Room and Court Room with players of
differing standards and experience in each.
We played 24 boards in two sessions,
breaking off in the middle to dine in the
magnificent Livery Hall where the impres-

sive collection of royal portraits sits under
the splendid pre-Raphaelite ceiling painted
by the 19th century artist Herbert Draper.
The competition momentarily put aside,
the conversation with our fellow players
over a delicious dinner was friendly, lively
and entertaining.
At the end of the first session Carolyn and
I were placed in the top half but managed
to reach a top position (E/W) at the clos-
ing of the second session.  Overall we fin-
ished 9th out of 56 pairs, which was a very
pleasing result.  The occasion was great fun,
albeit mentally challenging, and made all
the more enjoyable by our winning the Im-
provers’ prize presented to us by Sheriff
the Hon. Elizabeth Green.

Elaine Howard

Time To Tee
For the 2019 Feltmakers’ Golf Day 2019,
we returned to the Beaconsfield Golf
Club.  Beaconsfield is a beautifully pre-
sented, classic HS "Harry" Colt designed
course.  The course remains essentially the
same as when it was originally designed in
1913 and has many of Harry Colt’s trade-
mark features. In particular, it is very well
bunkered and has unusually large greens.
We had 12 attendees playing golf which in-
cluded a good contingent of Past Masters
and a couple of carefully chosen guests.
Unfortunately, unlike the previous year,
which was gloriously sunny, the forecast
was for heavy rain so we started our
round with a good degree of trepidation
and fully loaded with wet weather kit even
though we were playing in the middle of
June!  Luckily, the rain generally held off
for most players until the last couple of
holes, when it did then pour down. 
Once we had dried off and had a couple of
warming drinks in the bar, we all enjoyed a
very good lunch with prize giving with
some additional guests, including the
Master.

Nicolas Lee

Elaine Howard and Carolyn Phillips with Sheriff The Hon. Elizabeth Green

Feltmakers Impress At The Inter-Livery Bridge Competition

Victors: Amelia Potter and Richard Ingle 

Diary of Events 2020
11 February Livery Society Dinner

20 February Luton Lunch

6 April Spring Livery Dinner

13 May nter-Livery Clay Pigeon Shoot

14 May Inter-Livery Golf Competition

3 June Feltmakers’ Banquet

22 June Feltmakers’ Golf Day

15 July Livery Lunch

9 September Inter-Livery Tennis

2 October Installation Dinner
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