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The following is taken from the Address 
given by our new Master, Nicholas 
Hilliard, at his Installation Dinner on 6th 
October. 
I should like to thank Lord Carlile of 
Berriew for accepting my invitation to 
speak at this my Installation Dinner and 
for proposing the toast to the Company.  
My thanks also to Sarah McLeod for 
welcoming our guests so warmly. It was 
a particular pleasure to have the Lord 
Mayor, Dr Andrew Parmley, and the 
Lady Mayoress with us before dinner, 
now nearing the end of their may-
oral year. The citizens of London have 

chosen Charles Bowman to succeed 
Andrew and, subject to the sovereign’s 
approval, next month Charles and 
Samantha will take up the reins in Man-
sion House.  We are delighted to have 
them here tonight and they have our 
best wishes for what we know will be a 
superb year. 
On the subject of superb years we con-
gratulate Past Master Jeremy Brassing-

ton and Pearl for the year that is ended. 
They have been wonderful ambassa-
dors for our Company. 
Every Feltmaker Master’s year begins in 
Haberdashers’ Hall, certainly in recent 
times, and so we are frequent visitors. 
We are very pleased to be back here, 
not least because this hall exemplifies 
why Livery Companies thrive when 
they do, when tradition is valued and 
respected alongside an appreciation of 
the need to ensure that our objectives 
are still relevant to the age we live in. 
This very hall, for example, was opened 
as recently as 2002 but the ceiling of 

this room is modelled on the roof of a 
medieval guild hall. Four of the people 
whose pictures are on the walls found-
ed schools with which the Haberdash-
ers are still involved today.
 This year marks the 350th anniversary 
of our Charter of 1667 which confirmed 
our letters patent of 1604 and we 
are delighted to have the Charter on 
display here tonight.  The charitable, 

educational and trade objectives of the 
livery companies still resonate of course 
in our own day and age. To them we 
might now usefully add support for our 
armed services.  In uncertain times, 
often times of great danger, the Livery 
Companies can play a role through 
their affiliations in expressing the 
enormous gratitude that is due. In 1991 
our own affiliation with HMS Lancaster 
began on the initiative of Past Master 
Commander Ian Wellesley-Harding.  It 
has been a source of great pride for 
us ever since and, as always, we are 
delighted this evening to see those who 
have served in her and we welcome 
the opportunity to thank them. Peter 
Laughton was promoted to Captain in 
May, for which congratulations are due.  
He then left the office of the First Sea 
Lord and returned to the waterfront as a 
Captain in the Portsmouth Flotilla. Peter 
is a former and distinguished com-
manding officer of HMS Lancaster and 
she is still one of his responsibilities in 
his new role.   
The Haberdashers had the foresight 
and the funds to have their Clerk, 
Jerome Knapp, painted by Thomas 
Gainsborough.  We haven’t ever gone 
that far but, as you will readily appreci-
ate, these evenings do not organise 
themselves and we thank Jollyon for 
this evening and for everything he 
does.  I want also to congratulate Neil 
Edwards who was elected as Fourth 
Warden this evening and he will be a 
valuable addition to the team.  
As this evening draws to a close, my 
year as Master begins, and I look for-
ward to it with anticipation and humility.  
Livery Companies are not perhaps the 
first thing which come to mind when 
radical change is spoken of but I hope 
that, like the 412 or so Masters before 
me, I will be able to bring at least a 
degree of fresh insight and energy to 
the Company’s affairs and add my 
contribution for the future to everything 
which has gone before and for which all 
our gratitude is due. 
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Nicholas Hilliard 
Master Feltmaker
My involvement with the Feltmak-
ers began in 1991 when I became a 
Liveryman during the Mastership of 
Peter Winfield.  I had been at Univer-
sity with Peter’s daughter Susan, now 
Past Master Susan Wood, and her 
husband John.  Peter was one of life’s 
bon viveurs and one of the kindest and 
most generous people you could meet.
I was born in Montacute, Somerset.  
My father, Christopher, was in the Navy 
and my mother, Anne, was a teacher.  
I grew up in Berkshire and was edu-
cated at Bradfield College and then 
Lincoln College, Oxford, where I read 
Law.  By this time, my father had left 
the Navy and qualified as a barrister 
before being appointed as a judge.  
I was called to the Bar in 1981 and 
joined my father’s old chambers at 
6 King’s Bench Walk in the Temple. I 
spent 31 years at the Bar doing crimi-
nal cases and inquests.  For 13 years I 
was Treasury Counsel at the Old Bailey 
and became a QC in 2008, the same 
year that I was involved in the inquests 
into the deaths of the Princess of Wales 

and Jean Charles de Menezes.
In 2012 I was appointed as a judge to 
run the Crown Court at Woolwich where 
I was also the honorary Recorder of 
Greenwich. I came to the Old Bailey as 
Common Serjeant in 2013 and in 2015 
I became Recorder of London, the 
most senior of the permanent judges 
at the court.  I was already familiar with 
the City because I had had two spells 
as an elected member of the Court of 
Common Council, the City’s non-party 
political local authority. 
As Recorder of London, I have my own 
cases to try but I am also responsible 
for leading the team of judges and 
for fostering the Old Bailey’s involve-
ment with the City.  And until recently, I 
was producing Old Bailey honey from 
2 beehives on the roof!  Away from 
court, I have been a trustee of Crisis, 
the homelessness charity, and I am a 
patron of the Ben Kinsella Trust which 
raises awareness amongst young 
people of the effects of knife crime.  I 
am also Vice-President of the Sheriffs’ 
and Recorder’s Fund, the City’s charity 

for prisoners and their families. I look 
forward to my year as Master and I 
thank Jeremy for all he did in his. I shall 
do my best to fit everything in! 
Photo courtesy of 
Sally Corrick Photography

Neil Edwards
Our New Fourth Warden
Neil Edwards joined the Livery in 1997.  
After 2 years as a Steward he was 
elected to join the Court in 2007 where 
his highlight has been proposing the 
toast to the guests at dinners for three 
Masters:  Past Master Geoffrey Vero, 
Past Master Eda  Rose Lawson and 
Past Master Peter Simeons.  At the lat-
ter’s Installation Dinner in October 2015 
he commenced his toast by blowing 
a referee’s whistle as it coincided with 
the start of the 2015 Rugby World Cup!
Neil is founder and chief executive 
of Green Parking, who offer boutique 
parking services to the property in-
dustry, and has built and operated two 
other parking businesses, one of which 
was sold to NCP in 2002.He initially 
qualified and trained as a Chartered 
Surveyor with Healey and Baker where 
the late Past Master Peter Winfield in-
troduced him to the Livery.  Seconded 

by Past Master Peter Keens, he was 
admitted at the Spring Dinner at Trinity 

House in 1996.
Educated at City of London School, 

Neil has had a long understanding of 
the Corporation of London and its tradi-
tions and events.  He has also been 
on the Livery Society Committee and 
organised the Master’s Golf Day for a 
number of years previously.
Outside work and the Livery he is a 
committee member of the East India 
Club and has been a keen sportsman 
over the years, playing rugby for Har-
lequins, the Barbarians and Scotland, 
earning six caps during his playing 
career.  These days are spent follow-
ing Quins from the stands, as well as 
enjoying racing over the flat and jumps.
Neil is married to Nicki with a son 
Jamie, 20, studying Film Studies at 
Kingston University, and a daughter 
Jody, 18,  who herself is enjoying a 
successful sporting life and awaiting 
a year of travel before going to Leeds 
Beckett university in 2018.



w w w . f e l t m a k e r s . c o . u k  /  t w i t t e r  -  @ f e l t m a k e r l o n d o n 3

1667 Charter of Confirmation
2017 marks the 350th anniversary of 
the Charter granted to the Feltmak-
ers on 27 June 1667 by King Charles 
II. The Charter confirmed the letters 

patent granted in 1604 by his Royal 
Grandfather, King James I, which had 
effectively established the Feltmakers 
as a separate Company, distinct from 
the Haberdashers. The 1667 Charter is 
the oldest document we possess and 

normally resides in a specially made 
box in our archives at Guildhall. The 
vellum Charter was displayed at the 
Installation Dinner at Haberdashers 

Hall on 6th October 
2017, providing an op-
portunity for Feltmak-
ers and their guests 
to view this beautiful 
and ornate document.  
It was the first time 
the Charter had been 
publicly displayed 
to the Livery since 
our quatercentenary 
celebrations at Middle 
Temple in 2004. The 
front page includes 
a striking portrait of 
King Charles II, as well 
as a richly decorated 

border of different flowers representing 
each of the kingdoms under his rule. 
The colours are surprisingly vivid and 
the detailed decoration even includes a 
number of insects in the foliage.  
Past Master Susan Wood

The Installation Dinner
Friday 6th October turned out to be 
a chilly but dry evening as Liverymen 
and their guests welcomed the newly 
elected Master of our Company, His 

Honour Judge Nicholas Hilliard QC, 
Recorder of London, in Haberdash-
ers’ Hall.  The champagne reception 
was held in the Gallery at the far end of 
which, underneath the magnificent em-
broidered Mantle, we had the very rare 
opportunity to observe and for many 
to see for the first time the Company’s 
1667 Charter.  
After dinner Mrs. Sarah McLeod 

(Assistant) welcomed Lord Carlile of 
Berriew, CBE, QC, FRSA; Alderman 
John Garbutt JP, Upper Bailiff Weav-
ers; Mr. Christopher Thierry, Master 

Woolman, and Mr.   
Nick Steidl, Master 
Stationer.  Follow-
ing the Loyal Toast 
Lord Carlile toasted 
the health of the 
Master stating that 
he was pleased 
and fortunate to 
have known him 
throughout our 

Master’s long 
and distinguished 
legal career.   Lord 
Carlile also made 
a lighthearted 
reference to being 
elevated to the 
peerage only by 
virtue of the fact 
that at the time he 

was the sole Welsh Liberal Democrat, 
proving that even eminent QCs have a 
sense of humour.
Our new Master responded by thank-
ing His Lordship and also gave special 
thanks to the Clerk and the Feltmak-
ers’ Historical Committee for its efforts 
in obtaining and showing the Charter.   
Dinner over, as we joined the Master for 
a stirrup cup, I was reminded of a song 
from 1968 called “Here comes the 
Judge”.   The Judge has arrived and 
a great evening was the consensus of 
ALL. 
William Murray
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Our New Chaplain
Andrew Pritchard-Keens
In 1957 Harold Macmillan became 
Prime Minister, the Royal Christmas 
Message was broadcast on television 
with the Queen on camera for the first 
time and our new Chaplain was born.   
Andrew read Sciences at Van Mildert 

College, Durham, and then took his 
PGCE at Christ Church, Oxford.  After 
studying Theology he went overseas to 
work as an English and Sports teacher 
in Paraguay.
In 1988 the Winter Olympics were in 
Calgary, the Summer Olympics were 
held in Seoul, the Liberal Democrats 
Party was formed and the Chaplain 
went to live in Amsterdam where he 
was involved in training young peo-
ple for 3 months in the basics of the 
Christian faith and practical Christian 
living. They were then taken to another 
country for 3 months to work with local 
churches and serve in cafés, hospitals, 
prisons, schools and care homes. 
Andrew led and latterly oversaw the 
groups that travelled to Russia and the 
Middle East.
1998 was the year that Bear Grylls 
became the youngest British climber 
to scale Mount Everest, J. K. Rowl-
ing’s second Harry Potter book was 
published and the Chaplain returned 
to England to work in both state and 
private schools.  He married Fenella 
Keens, the daughter of Past Master 

Peter Keens, in 2001. 
2004 was the year of an horrific car 
crash. Mercifully Fenella was only 
slightly injured but Andrew was almost 
killed.  The hospital consultant said that 
regrettably Andrew’s reconstruction 
was beyond him and that he could not 
operate on him. Thankfully family and 
friends from around the world prayed 
and God did a marvellous healing. The 
Chaplain (who continues to thank God) 
was amazingly restored to health; and 
all without an operation!
Fenella and Andrew then moved to 
Oxford and in 2007 Andrew went on 
to study for ordination at Wycliffe Hall. 
He served his curacy in Cogges, North 
Leigh and South Leigh (near Witney) 
in Oxfordshire. He then moved to his 
current post where he is the vicar of 
Beckley, Forest Hill with Shotover, 
Horton-cum-Studley and Stanton St 
John. Andrew also serves as the local 
police Chaplain for Oxford. 
Andrew and Fenella have two won-
derful children: Emily who is five and 
Sebastian who is approaching two.

WELCOME

In 2017 we welcomed to the Livery: 

Liverymen
Mr James Cooke
Dr Tony Rollins
Mrs Louisa Vincent
Mr Michael Jackson 
Mr John Nicholson
Mr Mark Williams
Miss Hilary Alexander OBE
Her Honour Judge Karen Holt
Mr James De Broe-Ferguson

Freemen
Mrs Carole Denford
Miss Edwina Ibbotson

ANNIVERSARIES

Simon Bartley who has been a
Liveryman for 30 years 

Simon Belfer who has been a
Liveryman for 30 years
              
Paul Roberts who has been a
Liveryman for 30 years

David Holborow who has been 
on Court for 45 years
 
Ian Wellesley-Harding who has been 
on Court for 30 years

CONGRATULATIONS

Our congratulations go to:

Peter Laughton, MBE, RN on his pro-
motion to Captain 
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Obituary
Captain Peter Cobb, OBE, RN
It is with great sadness that we record 
the death of Captain Peter Cobb, OBE, 
RN on 24th June 2017 aged 87.  Peter 
was married to Jenny for 63 years and 
had three children, Juliet, Justin and 
David.  He was a great friend who 
always managed to make you feel 
you were his only interest in conversa-
tion.  Peter entered the Livery in 1974, 
having been proposed by Past Master 
Livermore. During his time in the Royal 
Navy 1947-1979 he commanded three 
submarines: HMS Seneschal, HMS 
Narwhal and HMS Dreadnought.  We 
found that we had HMS Dreadnought 
in common, the Navy’s first nuclear 
submarine which had pumps for heavy 
water that were made by Hayward Tyler 
of Luton.  I was a student apprentice 
and filled every one of the impellers for 
those pumps.
On retiring from the Royal Navy, Peter 
was appointed Chief Executive of 
the Commonwealth Parliamentary 

Association (UK Branch) and found 

the work fascinating.  Whilst working 
in Parliament he became Chairman 
of Governors at Gordons School in 
Woking.  Before Peter left the CPA he 
was awarded an OBE for services to 
Parliament.   He served the Feltmakers’ 
Company as a Warden and became 

Master in 1995/6.  In my year 1993/4 
Peter proposed Betty Boothroyd as a 
Feltmaker and she was inducted in July 
1994.
Catherine and I played golf with Peter 
on several occasions and Peter and 
Jenny would entertain us at their home.  
It is so very sad that Jenny was severe-
ly damaged by a bus accident and has 
been in care for many years, a separa-
tion Peter found very difficult. 
Last year the Feltmakers’ Golf Day was 
at Worplesdon, Peter’s home course. 
He insisted we play with him and car-
ried on to special tees 80 yds in front 
of the ladies’ tees, as he said he had 
special dispensation.  Well, he had little 
or no heather to carry and proceeded 
to nearly 40 points and won the major 
prize. Peter was a gentleman, a col-
league, a friend and a Feltmaker – how 
we will miss him. Taken from a tribute 
given at a Court meeting by Past Master 
Geoffrey Farr, MBE, DL 

The Livery
Society Dinner
I was delighted to be invited to this din-
ner held in the unfamiliar, at least to me 
as an ex-RN officer, surroundings of the 
RAF Club on Piccadilly. Originally gifted 
as the Royal Air Force Club in 1918 by 
Lord Cowdray, it was finally opened to 
all RAF (and Royal Flying Corp) officers 
in 1922.
On entering the club one was ‘greeted’ 
by busts of two well-known Second 
World War Officers, Lord Dowding and 
Sir Keith Park; then on the first floor 
corridor are the emblems of all RAF 
squadrons past and present.   
After pre-dinner drinks we were ush-
ered through to the Presidents’ Room 
by Jeremy Bedford, Chair of the Livery 
Committee and acting MC.  This room 
houses portraits of past Presidents of 
the club, all of whom it appeared to me 
were Air Marshals and thus had ob-
tained the highest rank open to them.
One of the key elements of such 
dinners is the variety of experience 
within our Livery. The conversations I 
heard, or was part of, ranged from 17th 
century steam engines, the benefits of 

one helicopter over its predecessor, 
the architecture of Kazakhstan and St 
Petersburg to running marathons and 
fitness regimes, or lack of them.
Toward the end the Master spoke 
about the Company’s history and 
some thoughts the Court is discussing 
regarding the future of the Company. 

I would urge all Liverymen who have 
joined in the last five years or so, and 
who have not attended one of these 
less formal Livery dinners, to do so.  
For me it was not only enjoyable and 
entertaining, it was enlightening and 
uplifting.
Graeme Gordon
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Profiles of Our Two New Freemen 
Carole Denford, Journalist 
The invitation to become a member of 
The Worshipful Company of Feltmakers 

was given to me due to my long-stand-
ing career within the headwear industry, 
which began with the opening of The 
Hat Shop in Covent Garden in 1983. 
At this time felt was still being pro-
duced in the UK but only by Austin 
Aspden at Atherstone in the centre in 
England in a Victorian building where 
workers wore wellington boots on cob-
bled floors whilst processing the felt. 
The nearby factory of Wilson & Stafford 
was the largest producer of mainly 
men’s felt hats, stylish small felts for 
airline stewardesses and smart toppers 

and bowlers for the city gents. 
For the next 17 years, together with my 
husband Nigel, we ran 6 retail shops, 
specialising in both men’s and ladies’ 
hats, learning a great deal about felt 
and straw. Buying from the Spanish 
company ISESA in Seville we were 
invited to their showroom and factory 
in 1991 and had our first glimpse of fur 
felt production. 
As rents in London became unafford-
able for small businesses we gradu-
ally closed each store and I took up 
teaching hat making at Cordwainers 
College in Hackney. It was whilst trying 
to inspire my class that I realised there 

were no magazines available for hat 
designers and makers and so, with 

Nigel and our daughter Alice, we set 
about learning a new skill and before 
long published our first edition of The 
HAT Magazine.  This soon became the 
first international journal for the world’s 
hat makers, hat retailers and design-
ers. During the next 18 years we visited 
and reported on many of the world’s 
greatest felt makers. We travelled to the 
Czech Republic to Tonak; to Russia to 
visit the Fetr factory and around Poland 
where today felt is still produced. 
We visited Portugal to see the most 
modern and streamlined felt producers 
in Europe, Fepsa, and also Italy, to Bor-
salino, where we were told there were 
72 different processes from raw wool 
to hat!  In 2014 I flew to Philadelphia 
where since 1868 The Bollman Hat 
Company, one of the oldest companies 
in America, produces wool felt for its 
many brands.
The experience of all these visits has 
been incredible as both wool and fur 
felt, made by two completely different 
techniques, are still produced and in 
most factories within an atmosphere 
and with machinery that dates back 
more than a century.  The journey has 
been long but rewarding.  Yet I still 
have one further project that I would 
like at some stage to discuss with 
the Feltmakers’ Company, as it could 
revitalise the use of felt, especially for 
young and creative designers, and 
hopefully take the material on to a new 
exciting age. 
Carole Denford

Fepsa - Producing a Brim

Fur Felt from Borsalino

Velour Fedora by Lock & Co.
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Edwina Ibbotson, Milliner   
My first attempts at millinery were whilst 
studying photography at St Steven-
son’s College in Edinburgh, where I 
would re-trim old hats found in charity 
shops by making and attaching paper 

flowers or any other addition I thought 
looked good.  I joined a couple of 
millinery classes in Manchester before 
moving to New York where I studied 
part time with Ann Albrizio and an-
other American milliner.   Once back 
in London, I took classes with Rose 
Cory and went to London College of 
Fashion where I was taught by Marie 
O’Regan, who kindly found me a job at 
Philip Somerville’s.   Whilst there I was 

very fortunate to sit next to an amazing 
French milliner (Rolandé), who took me 
and one other apprentice under her 
wing and taught us more millinery skills 
during the weekends.  On leaving Mr 
Somerville’s I went to Paris for a short 
period to do work experience for Marie 
Mercié.

In 1991 I set up my own millinery busi-
ness after gaining a loan and a grant 
from the then named ‘Prince’s Youth 
Business Trust’.  With this I managed 
to buy equipment and moved into 
a very small third floor workroom in 
Cornwall House, Clerkenwell Green, 
which is now part of Craft Central.  
Once a year each business was given 
the opportunity of a window space for 
1 week on Clerkenwell Road, where 
my hats were spotted by a bride to be, 
whom I am happy to say is still a client 
today, 25 years later.   With the bride 
(my first client) introducing me to her 
dress designer and the dress designer 
recommending me to her clientele, I 
was lucky that my business grew and 
grew.  I also owe a lot to my mentors 
from the PYBT, Mr and Mrs Christopher 
Castleman who were a perfect match 
for me, Christopher being a banker and 
Suzy being a dress designer.  Christo-
pher kept my accounts and business 
ideas in check and Suzy held soirées 
at home for me to show my hats to her 
friends and contacts.
I now operate from my shop and work-
room in Battersea, where I have been 
for approximately the last 18-19 years.  
My work is still mostly made to order 
and I work closely with some of the 
best British dress designers.  My hats 

are all handmade here and apart from 
my 17 guinea sewing machine, which 
I am ashamed to say is covered in 
dust, there is not a sewing machine in 
sight.  The most important part of a hat 
to me is the silhouette; I love feminine 
lines and hats that are beautiful from all 
angles.

In addition to my own passion for mak-
ing hats, I delight in encouraging new 
milliners through teaching and advis-
ing.  I believe that an exquisite hat can 
make you feel truly special.
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Feltmakers’ 
Design Award
The judging of this year’s Design 
Award took place on 3rd April at 
Haberdashers’ Hall.  Entries for the 
competition are invited from fashion 
students and employees of a trainee or 
apprentice status. Designs from new 
start up businesses are also welcome. 
This year’s entries did not disappoint; 
there were over 40 hats from colleges 
in the UK and Europe.
We were very grateful to the judging 
panel comprising Hilary Alexander 
OBE, freelance fashion writer; Carole 
Denford, editor of The Hat Maga-
zine; milliners Edwina Ibbotson, Piers 
Atkinson and Eda Rose-Lawson, and 
William Horsman, retired hat manu-
facturer. Also on the panel were the 
competition organisers, milliner Rachel 
Trevor-Morgan and Ian Wright, hat 
manufacturer.
We were pleased to be joined by the 
Master, Jeremy Brassington, and his 
wife, Pearl, who welcomed The Lady 
Mayoress, Mrs Wendy Parmley, and 
the wives of the two Sheriffs, Mrs Hilary 
Russell and Mrs Lindy Estlin.  

First Prize of £1,200 was awarded to 
Alexandra Thompson from Kensington 
and Chelsea College for her subtly 
elegant ‘upturned bowl’ design. The 
symmetrical, wide-brimmed hat was 
immaculately blocked in an ivory fur felt 
with a shallow, round, indented crown. 
The textile patterning, which continued 
under the brim, had been made by a 
series of tiny irons used to singe the felt 
with repeated marks, some of which 
were then coated in an enamel paint to 
simulate the glaze designs in pottery.  
Second Prize of £600 went to Maria 
Tzorpatzoglou Kinickon for her dra-
matic Minoan headdress, a grand affair 
with regal overtones in black and gold, 
using a combination of materials and 
techniques.  Felt formed the base with 
a tapestry overlay, wired ‘wings’ and 
symmetrical flourishes of black feath-
ers.  The design sits quite forward on 
the forehead in a central position and 
creates a dramatic silhouette.
Third Prize of £450 went to Clare Spicer 
from Morley College for a stunning 
felt creation, the inspiration for which 

was an overdoor surround by Grinling 
Gibbons. The hat itself was a classic 
pillbox, beautifully blocked. The trim, 
however, was the winning element. A 
garland encircled the hat in a festoon 
of oak and ivy leaves, roses, acorns 
and, wonderfully, peas in their pods, 
all immaculately crafted from fur felt 
embellished with tiny stitches form-
ing the veins in the leaves.  The use of 
chocolate and tan felts represented its 
hand-carved, wooden origins.
Additional prizes were awarded for 
Craftsmanship (£200) to Jude Maun-
der from Northampton College; the 
Commercial Appeal prize (£200) went 
to Marell Kull; the Innovative Use of 
Felt prize (£200) was awarded to Te-
resa Rodriguez from  Kensington and 
Chelsea College and the Artwork and 
Presentation prize (£200) went to Sarra 
Haji from  Northampton College.   
Our thanks to Haberdashers’ Hall, our 
model, Mica, and Carole Denford for 
the photography.
Rachel Trevor-Morgan and Piers 
Atkinson

2nd Prize 1st Prize 3rd Prize
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The Feltmakers’
Summer Banquet 
The annual gathering of Feltmak-
ers and their guests at the Mansion 
House took place on 2nd June.  All 

were warmly welcomed by the Master, 
Jeremy Brassington, accompanied by 
his lady, Pearl, and our own “Fab Four” 
Wardens.  The civic party attending 
comprised the Lord Mayor Locum 
Tenens, Sir David Wootton, and Lady 
Wootton, together with Sheriff Wil-
liam Russell and his lady, Hilary.  Also 
present was a group of seven (wearing 
traditional dress) from the Zunft  Zur 
Waag, one of Zurich’s most ancient 
guilds. 
Hats by prizewinners of the Feltmakers’ 
design competition, which has been 
held since 1989, were on display in the 
Salon and the winning hat this year, 
designed by Ms Alexandra Thompson, 
was elegantly modelled throughout the 
evening. 

A jolly and convivial affair, with drink 
flowing and music provided by the 
Brass Quartet of the Royal Marines 

Concert 
Band in the 
setting of 
the splen-
did Egyp-
tian Hall.  
Perhaps 
unique to a 
Feltmakers’ 
gathering, 
many ladies 
wore ador-
able little 
cocktail hats 
to comple-
ment their 
evening 
gowns.  

Amusement 
was pro-
vided within 
some of the 
speeches 
and the ability 
of the post 
horn to play 
the “gallop” 
whilst run-
walking a full 
circuit of the 
dining tables, 
seemingly in 
one breath. 
And, despite 
the provision 
of detailed 
written instructions for the ceremony of 

the Loving 
Cup, it is 
wonderful 
to see the 
concentra-
tion on peo-
ple’s faces 
as they try 
to get the 
sequence 
of events 
right. Maybe 
the fault lies 
not in a lack 
of compre-
hension of 
said instruc-

tions, but an acute shortage of reading 
spectacles….
Charity being a fundamental compo-
nent of the Livery movement, both the 
Lord Mayor and the Master spoke of 
it - and the importance of change.  The 
Lord Mayor mentioned the good work 
done by the Old Bailey in its legal and 
community outreach project and the 
three music charities which are sup-
ported this year by the Lord Mayor’s 
Appeal, for which the Master presented 
him with a cheque for £4,000.  The 
Master spoke of fact that, along with 
many other ancient Livery companies, 
we have sought to make charitable 
giving a more central focus to provide 
a sense of purpose and continued rel-
evance in modern society.  He referred 
to the recently circulated questionnaire 
to the Livery regarding our new charity 

initiative and appealed to members to 
take the time to complete it if they have 
not already done so! 
A lovely evening of fellowship made 
poignant when one recollects that it 
took place between two tragic events, 
one in Manchester on 22nd May 
and then, the day after our dinner, at 
London Bridge and Borough Market, 
when many people lost their lives or 
were seriously injured. We continue to 
go about our business; they are in our 
thoughts and prayers. 
Anne Mannix

Photos courtesy of 
Gerald Sharp PhotographyAlexandra Thompson receives her prize from Lady Wootton
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Atherstone was once an important hat-
ting town and became well known for 
its felt hats. The industry began in the 
17th century and at its height there 
were seven firms employing 3,000 
people.  Due to cheap imports and 
a decline in the wearing of hats, the 

trade had largely died out by the 1970s 
with just three companies remain-
ing:  Denham & Hargrave Ltd, Vero & 
Everitt Ltd and Wilson & Stafford Ltd.  
The production of felt hats in the town 
ceased altogether with the closure of 
the Wilson & Stafford factory in 1999.

The St Clement’s day 
lunch was started by 
Past Master Geoffrey 
Vero some ten years 
ago and is attended 
by 90 to 100 pension-
ers and the Mayor and 
Councillor of Atherstone.    
Saint Clement’s Day 
was traditionally, and in 

some places still is, celebrated on 23rd 
November, a welcome festival between 
Halloween and Christmas.  Pope Clem-
ent I is the patron saint of metalworkers 
and blacksmiths, and so these workers 
traditionally enjoyed a holiday on his 
feast day.
Although originally the saint of met-
alwork and blacksmiths, St Clement 
is also considered the patron saint of 
millinery and is attributed with discover-
ing felt.   St Clement the monk is said 
to have lined his sandals with wool 
before starting off on his pilgrimage 
and the friction turned the lining into a 
type of felt, similar to that which we use 
to make our hats today!

St Clement’s Day, Atherstone

The year to 31st March 2017 was a 
volatile one, both politically and on 
the financial markets.  Despite this the 
Foundation’s investment portfolio had 
increased in value by some £109,600 
at the year end, an increase ahead 
of markets generally.  Our invest-
ment portfolio continues to be closely 
monitored.  We remain largely invested 
in Investment Trust companies which, 
because of their ability to dip into re-
serves to maintain, and in some cases 
increase, their dividends, meant that 
our investment income again increased 
during the year.  Total income for the 
year amounted to £51,700.  During the 
year, our then Master, Mr Peter Sime-
ons, held two most successful charity 
events.  The Foundation benefitted by 
nearly £10,000 from these two events 

and the Trustees are most grateful to 
him for his efforts.  The Trustees again 
thank the Feltmakers’ Lodge for their 
continued support.  Income from the 
St Clement’s initiative increased during 
the year.  The Trustees thank all existing 
contributors for their support but would 
encourage other Liverymen to sup-
port our Charity by joining the scheme 
and ask that all give consideration to 
increasing their donations.
The Foundation made grants of 
£46,200 during the year.  Recipients 
included the Design Award winners, 
the Lord Mayor’s Appeal, support 
for trainee milliners, and the Armed 
Forces.  The Foundation continued to 
support Pensioner Hatters with grants 
at Christmas and by a contribution 
to the annual Atherstone Pensioners’ 

Lunch.  The Trustees wish to record 
their grateful appreciation for the 
support given by the Haberdashers’ 
Company in part-funding the grants to 
the Pensioner Hatters.  The Founda-
tion will continue to support its regular 
beneficiaries during the current year 
but the Trustees are always receptive 
to requests from Liverymen to support 
charitable ventures in which they are 
personally involved.
Finally, I would like to thank all my 
fellow Trustees who served during 
the year for their invaluable help and 
advice.  I would also like to thank the 
Investment Committee, chaired by Past 
Master Susan Wood, for the excel-
lent work they do in looking after the 
Foundation’s investments. Past Master 
John Ray  Chairman of Trustees

Feltmakers’ Charitable Foundation

The annual Luton Lunch was held in 
February in the grand setting of the Lu-
ton Hoo Hotel.  Our guest speaker was 
Zena Dickinson, the House Historian, 
who gave us a fascinating history of 
the house and surrounding park.  The 
house was designed in the 1760s by 
Robert Adam for the Earl of Bute, then 
Prime Minister, and the park by Capa-
bility Brown. The house was extensively 
remodelled in 1903 for the diamond 
magnate Sir Julius Wernher and has 
since had close connections with the 
British and Russian royal families, 

housing part of 
the legendary 
Fabergé collec-
tion.  It fell into 
sad disrepair af-
ter the tragic pre-
mature death of 
Nicholas Phillips 
but, following 
purchase by 
Elite Hotels, has 
been restored to 
its former glory.  
David Siegler

The Luton Lunch 
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The Master’s Charity Event   
Let’s Listen 2017
Let’s Listen 2017 was a sponsored 
charity event to raise awareness of the 
advances in hearing aid technology 

and the support which is now available 
to help the hard of hearing, with par-
ticular reference to employees in the 
workplace and students in educational 
establishments.
Feltmakers were invited to the exhibi-
tion and workshops during the day 
and/or to the Gala Dinner held in the 
evening, all at Haberdashers’ Hall. 
The exhibition was opened by our 
Master, Jeremy Brassington, and Dr 
Lorraine Gailey, Chief Executive of 
Hearing Link.  UK’s leading hearing 
industry and accessibility specialists 
ran workshops to explore simple, inex-
pensive solutions to manage hearing 
loss at work.
There were 15 sponsors and exhibitors 
from the hearing and assistive listen-
ing industry.  Action on Hearing Loss, 
Hearing Link and Hearing Dogs, the 
major charities in the sector, also had 

exhibition stands.  Some 60 disability 
services delegates from organisa-
tions and higher education institutions 

attended the workshop and exhibition 
area.The Gold Sponsor was Gloria 

McGregor who has a severe hearing 
loss and runs a not for profit company 
called Lipreading Practice.  She is the 

wife of the Spectacle Makers’ Renter 
Warden, John McGregor, and their din-
ner party guests included Past Masters 
Dr Christine Tomkins of the Spectacle 
Makers and Simon Bartley of the Felt-
makers.  Conversor Ltd, the Master’s 
own company, which supplies assistive 
listening devices and personal ampli-
fiers, was also a sponsor of the event. 
In the afternoon there was a panel ses-
sion including writer & photo-journalist, 
Bella Bathurst, musician James Ken-
nedy, blogger & author Laura Low-
les, business advisor, writer & public 
speaker, James Raath and hearing 
technology expert and Hearing Link 
volunteer, John Trett, all of whom have 
overcome severe hearing loss to be 
successful in their respective fields.
Feltmakers, including several Past 
Masters, joined the very well attended 
Dinner in the evening at which Esther 

Rantzen DBE, one of Hearing Link’s 
well-known Patrons, was guest speak-
er.  The Master also warmly welcomed 
the Master Haberdasher, Joff Hamilton.  
Dame Esther reminisced entertainingly 
about her days as principal presenter 
of That’s Life!, a magazine-style TV 
series 1973-1994 (remember that!) and 
more recently about her important role 
in founding Childline and The Silver 
Line (a helpline for older people).  Dur-
ing the course of the evening there was 
a Silent Auction with some very attrac-
tive prizes and the very successful and 
enjoyable event raised a ‘five figure 
sum’ both for Hearing Link and for the 
Feltmakers’ Charitable Foundation.
Richard Farmer
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The Feltmakers’ 
Sporting Year

On a really wet day in May at Holland 
and Holland’s grounds in Northwood 
the brave, undaunted Feltmakers’ team 
slushed off round the 10 stand plus 
flush course.  Peter Winfield took over 
the team captaincy this year and other 
team members were Bill Gammell, 
Peter Shirley and new Feltmaker, Mark 
Williams.  The usual mix of good and 
less good performances was diligently 
recorded but by the end of the shoot 

our score card was approaching the 
consistency of papier maché from re-
peated exposure to the weather.   This 
is a light-hearted affair with everyone in 
good spirits and culminates in a very 
welcome lunch featuring a hog roast.  
During the day we remembered our 
former team colleague, William Bat-
tersby, who died so tragically in a light 
aircraft crash last year.  
Peter Shirley 

The Prince Arthur Cup dates from 1927 
and this year comprised 48 teams 
playing foursomes. The competition 
is played in May over 36 holes at the 
Walton Heath Golf Club.  Feltmakers 
1 comprised Geoffrey Vero and Gerry 

Higginson and Feltmakers 2 the Mas-
ter, Jeremy Brassington, and Nicholas 
Lee. We were playing with teams from 
the Bakers and the International Bank-
ers.  Feltmakers 1 had a difficult morn-
ing but a better afternoon; Feltmakers 

2 had a reasonable mornng but then 
went downhill in the afternoon. The 
Merchant Taylors won the Cup and the 
Builders Merchants were runners-up.  
Overall we came 33rd out of 48 but still 
had a very enjoyable day. Nicholas Lee     

This event was held at Worplesdon 
Golf Club in June.  This year I changed 
the format by inviting a number of 
guests from Worplesdon Golf Club and 
other Livery Companies.  The winner of 

the event was David Hough from Wor-
plesdon and the prize for Lady Winner 
and Nearest the Pin was Liz Green, im-
mediate Past Master Framework Knit-
ter.   Winner of the Longest Drive and 

main Raffle prize was Feltmaker Nick 
Lee.  The day was most enjoyable and 
raised almost £2,000 for the Feltmak-
ers’ Charitable Foundation. 
Jeremy Brassington

The Feltmakers were delighted to host 
the 2017 tournament in September at 
Queen’s Club, putting out 3 teams of 
Gilly and Alan Yarrow, Bruce Fraser 
and Sara Lyon, and Jeremy Bedford 
and Sarah Hewett.  This year we were 
at full capacity again with 24 teams 
playing on 6 shale courts.  There was 
a high standard of play with notable 
victories for some of the ‘seasoned’ 
doubles pairs against some young 
and thrusting teams where experience 
and consistency overcame power and 
youth.  The Plate Competition was won 
after a hard fought and entertaining 
match by the Carmen and the Champi-
onship Competition by the Cordwainer 
mother and son pairing of Tish and 
Andrew Peal.  The competition was fol-

lowed by a very convivial dinner in The 
President’s Room at which the Master 
presented the prizes.  Thanks must 
go to the Feltmakers’ Bruce Fraser for 
masterminding the tournament. 
Jeremy Bedford

Inter Livery Clay Pigeon Shooting

Inter Livery Golf - The Prince Arthur Cup

The Master’s Charity Golf Day

Inter Livery Tennis Tournament 


