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The following is taken from the Address 
given by our new Master, Jeremy 
Brassington, at his Installation Dinner.
I am delighted to be here this even-
ing as your newly installed Master and 
would like to thank you all for sharing 
the occasion with me.  
I would like to thank my principal guest, 
David Cartwright, for proposing the 
Toast to the Feltmakers.  I was very 
interested to learn about his earlier fire-

fighting days.  I have much admiration 
for his dedication to supporting the fire 
services through his work on national 
and parliamentary committees, us-
ing his experience in the field to bring 
improvements in safety and operational 
procedures to today’s firefighting force.  
I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank immediate Past Master Peter 
Simeons on his retirement from the 
chair.  Our congratulations to you Peter 
for a most successful year.  
I must also thank Simon Wilkinson 
for welcoming our official guests so 
eloquently this evening and I would like 
to extend a welcome to one of my per-
sonal guests who will be working with 
me on this year’s charity event.  Dr. Lor-

raine Gailey, whom I have known and 
worked with over a number of years, is 
Chief Executive of Hearing Link, a lead-
ing charity which assists people with 
acquired hearing loss.
I am also delighted that my family is 
able to be with me to share this special 
occasion.
Being Master - for me - is about 
upholding the traditions that we hold 
dear; charity, education, good fellow-

ship and our role 
in supporting and 
promoting the 
City of London, 
the latter becom-
ing ever more 
important in 
today’s uncertain 
markets.  Liv-
ery companies 
donate almost 
£50 million a 
year to charitable 
causes and it 
is important we 

not only continue to play our part but 
also review options for increasing our 
charitable giving.
Good fellowship is so important.  We 
are an eclectic group of individuals 
with a broad mix of interests, trades, 
professions, backgrounds and person-
alities.   We forge great friendships with 
our fellow Feltmakers and our common 
charitable and city focus serves to 
reinforce those bonds. As Cicero once 
said “Friendship improves happiness 
and abates misery by the doubling of 
our joy and the dividing of our grief.”
I will be supported in my year by a very 
able and cerebral team of Wardens 
who bring a wealth of experience and 
knowledge to the Master & Wardens 

committee.  I would like to welcome 
Gilly Yarrow to the team as the newly 
elected Fourth Warden.  Gilly, your ex-
perience as Lady Mayoress will prove 
invaluable!
My main charity event will be held on 
6th July 2017 in partnership with Hear-
ing Link, the charity to which I referred 
earlier.  I have decided to use an indus-
try I know well to help raise funds for 
both the Feltmakers’ Charitable Foun-
dation and Hearing Link.  Hearing Link 
focuses on giving people knowledge, 
skills and confidence, so they can 
manage the practical and emotional 
challenges hearing loss can bring. 
We will be staging an exhibition and 
educational workshop at Haberdash-
ers’ Hall.  The event will be called 
“Improving Hearing in the Workplace“, 
whereby we aim to raise awareness of 
the impact of hearing loss in the work-
place and demonstrate how technol-
ogy, innovation and attitudinal changes 
can benefit both employers and 
employees.  There will be a Gala dinner 
that evening, to which we will be invit-
ing both Liverymen and participants.  
Assistant Simon Wood and Liveryman 
Louise Waller are generously providing 
support and advice in the run up to this 
event.
The diary of events for the forthcoming 
year has already been distributed and 
I hope you will support as many events 
as you feel able.
I hope that you have enjoyed your 
evening and should finally like to thank 
our gallant Clerk for his meticulous 
planning of tonight’s arrangements.  
Thank you Jollyon.
Please join me for a stirrup cup in the 
Gallery before your carriages arrive.  
Thank you.
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Jeremy Brassington 
Master Feltmaker
Jeremy has been a Feltmaker since 
2001 and joined the Court in 2003. He 
became an active member of the Livery 
Society, becoming its chair for three 
years, and organised the Inter Livery 
Tennis tournament at Queen’s Club for 
seven years.
Jeremy was educated at King’s Col-
lege, Wimbledon and then Magdalen 
College, Oxford, where he read Chem-
istry.  He joined Coopers and Lybrand 
as a trainee accountant in 1974, 
qualifying in 1977. In 1981 he joined 
Barings Corporate Finance depart-
ment and in 1984 became a Founding 
Partner of Baring Brothers Hambrecht 
and Quist, an international venture 
capital firm.  He subsequently started 
a number of venture capital investment 
management companies investing in 
distressed businesses in both low and 

high technology sectors.
In 2003 Jeremy purchased an Assis-
tive Listening Device business called 
Conversor.  Conversor supplies wire-
less microphones to hard of hearing 
individuals who find it difficult to hear 
in noisy environments even if wear-
ing a hearing aid.  The company sells 
products and software in 35 countries 
worldwide and also supplies directional 
microphones to students with learn-
ing difficulties.  In 2014 Conversor 
embarked on a software development 
program to provide an App, software 
and hardware suite to replace Digital 
Voice Recorders.  The solution is now 
being sold in UK and USA educational 
markets complete.   
Jeremy founded Hearing Times C.I.C., 
a community interest online media 
company for the deaf and hard of hear-

The Installation Dinner
On the crisp autumn evening of 7th 
October it was a delight to indulge in 
the warmth of friendship and convivial-
ity of Feltmakers and their guests at 

Haberdashers’ Hall. The night pro-
vided a chance to regather with old 
friends, welcome newcomers (hats 
off to the newly appointed Liverymen 
and Freemen of the Company!) and 
congratulate our new Master Jeremy 
Brassington.
Proceedings began with a champagne 
reception in the Gallery before we were 

ushered into the Dining Hall.  After a 
delicious dinner, as the port decant-
ers were still slowly winding their way 
along the tables, we were treated to the 

highlight of the even-
ing: the speeches.  Lt. 
Col. Simon Wilkinson 
warmly welcomed the 
Master’s guests: the 
Upper Bailiff of the 
Weavers’ Company, 
Richard Humphries 
MBE, Master Wool-
man, Alderman 
Peter Hewitt, and John 
Salter, Master of The 

Company of Watermen and Lightermen 
of the River Thames. 
David Cartwright QFSM proposed 
the toast to the Company, in which he 
entertained us with stories of his child-
hood, his career as Assistant Commis-
sioner in the London Fire Brigade, and 
even gave us a history lesson, apolo-
gising on behalf of the Brigade that 

they were not on hand to save our own 
Hall when it burned down in the Great 
Fire of London.  David echoed the 
sentiments of all when he gave thanks 
for the friendly connection among the 
Liveries - which he enjoyed as Past 
Master of the Worshipful Company of 
Firefighters - and spoke of the remark-
able support that each offers. 
In his first speech our new Master con-
gratulated Past Master Peter Simeons 
on a hugely successful year and laid 
out his plans for the year to come. The 
Master has chosen Hearing Link as his 
charity, an organisation which works to 
improve the quality of life for those with 
hearing loss and their families, and an-
nounced the charity event will be held 
in July 2017.  
Well-fed, well-watered and well-enter-
tained, there was just enough time to 
join the Master for a stirrup cup before 
returning to our carriages, our hearts 
warmed by yet another wonderful even-
ing. Sarah Wood

ing in 2008.  Hearing Times provides 
a way for the different interest groups 
to interact with each other and share 
news, stories and new technologies.
Jeremy has an extensive knowledge of 
fine wine through ownership of a fine 
wine company which he subsequently 
sold to Berry Bros.  He is a member 
of the East India Club and sits on their 
Wine Committee and is a member of 
the EPICS and Cavalier golfing so-
cieties.  Jeremy is a past Captain of 
Worplesdon Golf Club.
Jeremy has been married to Pearl for 
39 years and they have a daughter, 
Janette, who lives in the Lake District 
with her husband Darren and their 
grandson Oscar.  Jeremy and Pearl do 
a fair bit of travelling both for business 
and pleasure, shuttling between homes 
in Spain, Woking and Windermere. 
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Gillian Yarrow 
Our New Fourth Warden
Gillian Yarrow (née Clarke) was born 
in the UK in 1950 to parents who had 
married in India during the war. Much 
of her childhood was spent in the Far 
East: Ceylon, Hong Kong and Singa-
pore, although she attended New Hall 
Convent, a boarding school in the UK, 
from the age of 9 and only flew back to 
her family and 2 sisters in the summer 
holidays. After leaving school at 18 she 
read history at Cardiff University attain-
ing a 2:1 Honours degree before mov-
ing to King’s College London for her 
PGCE. She went on to teach history in 
London comprehensive schools.
Married to Alan Yarrow in 1975, they 
have 2 sons, Max and Guy. Once Max 
had been diagnosed with learning dif-
ficulties and epilepsy, she gave up her 
teaching career to look after the family 
but retained her interest in education 

by becoming a Governor of her local 
comprehensive school and Chairman 
of Governors of Finton House, a private 

preparatory school in Wandsworth. She 
is currently on the Board of Gover-
nors of the City of London Freemen’s 
School in Ashtead.
For the last 15 years she has been 
involved in fundraising for Mencap, 
organising a Special Events committee 
and helping to ensure that, when her 
husband became Lord Mayor in 2014, 
Mencap as well as Scope were benefi-
ciaries of his Lord Mayor’s Appeal. She 
was also actively involved in helping 
with the fundraising events during his 
year. In 2008 Gilly was admitted to the 
Feltmakers’ Livery and in 2011 elected 
on Court, becoming Fourth Warden 
in 2016. Her hobbies include reading, 
swimming, tennis, golf and kitchen 
bridge! She is a member of the Hurl-
ingham Club and the Royal Wimbledon 
and St Enodoc Golf Clubs.

WELCOME

In 2016 we welcomed the following to 
our Company:

Liverymen: 
Mr John Black, QC  
Mrs Anna Locker
The Right Hon. Countess of Portland
Mr Graeme Gordon
Mr Stephen Jones
Mr Rene Kalt
Commander Peter Laughton,MBE,RN
Ms Anne Mannix 
Mr Timothy Stocks   
Mr Archie Wood   
Mr Charles Forsyth 

Freemen:
Mr Oliver McLeod 
Mr Jack McLeod

CONGRATULATIONS

Our congratulations go to: 

Alderman William Russell on his 
appointment as Aldermanic Sheriff 
of the City of London on 24th June 
2016  

ANNIVERSARIES

Walter Philip Wright who has been 
a Liveryman for 50 years and on the 
Court for 36 years.

David Patrick Henry Burgess who has 
been a Liveryman for 50 years and on 
the Court for 19 years.

OBITUARIES

It is with great sadness that we record 
the deaths of the following  Liverymen 
during the past year:

Thomas Michael (Mike) Bedford
Thomas William Battersby
Benjamin John Power George
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The Plough Monday Dinner
On 11th January the Livery’s year 
began with a cold clear night outside 
the Cutlers’ Hall but a very warm and 
friendly atmosphere within it!  The 
Master generously hosts this occasion 
and his principal guests were Alderman 
and Sheriff Charles Bowman, Sheriff Dr 
Christine Rigden, and Stuart Popham 
Esq QC, who is the Vice Chairman of 
the Royal National Lifeboat Institution.  
Dinner was held in the Hall under its 
fine Victorian hammerbeam roof.  On 
one end wall above a fine carved 
canopy hangs a huge barge banner, 
which had been used for the Lord 
Mayor’s procession in 1763, a year 
when a Cutler (Alderman Bridgen) was 
the Lord Mayor.
The Rev Andrew Pritchard-Keens 
encouraged the assembled company 
to sing the song “God Speed The 
Plough” before saying grace.   
During his speech Alderman Bowman 
outlined his mission to highlight the 
importance of the rule of law in our 
country, as well as the significance 
and value of the City’s financial ser-
vices sector to the world.  Both he 
and Sheriff Rigden spoke with humour 
and warmth.  The Master then invited 
the Captain of HMS Lancaster, Com-
mander Peter Laughton, MBE, RN, 

to bring the assembled company up 
to date on the varied activities of the 
ship over the last year. The Master’s 
speech included acknowledgement 
of the successful effort put in by some 
Liverymen at the Red Cross Christmas 
Market and congratulating The Rev 
Andrew Pritchard-Keens on his lead-

ing of our Carol Service as part of a 
transition of responsibilities from our 
Chaplain, Colin Semper, who will retire 
later this year.  He also remarked on his 
pleasure in the swearing in earlier that 
evening of Alderman William Russell, a 
new Assistant on our Court. Finally he 
congratulated Rear Admiral Ben Key, 
formerly of HMS Lancaster, who has 
been awarded the CBE, and Paul Chiv-

ers, also formerly of that ship, who has 
become a Rear Admiral.
The Master’s toast to the Guests was 
responded to most effectively by Stuart 
Popham Esq QC, who touched briefly 
on the recent major activities of the 
RNLI and told us that the Institution has 
set up a manufacturing unit at Poole 

to build the newest type of lifeboat, of 
which the first example took part in the 
most recent Lord Mayor’s Show.  He 
did not remark that the truly appalling 
weather might almost have floated it!  
His toast to the Master and the Com-
pany was well received and the even-
ing moved on to further hospitality in 
the Court Room and Dining Room.   
Nigel Macdonald

The evening of Monday 1st Febru-
ary was marked with a festive Livery 
Society Dinner at the East India Club. 
This notable club in St James’s Square 
was a perfect choice of venue in which 
to gather and enjoy delicious food and 
libation. After drinks in The American 
Bar we were ushered into the Clive 
Room.  The room was so named after 
the 18th century soldier-statesman, 
Lord Clive, better known as ‘Clive of 
India’, who was a member of the East 
India Company to which the Club owes 
its roots. Replete with paintings of Brit-
ish India, the Clive Room allowed us to 
dine in comfort and independently from 

or less in the Company to meet and 
engage with fellow Feltmakers without 
the formalities of some of the other Liv-
ery events. His well-chosen words and 
buoyant tone were encouraging and 
helped to polish off the indulgencies of 
the evening. There followed an equally 
stimulating speech by our Clerk, Major 
Jollyon Coombs, who thanked our 
Chairman, Jeremy Bedford, for having 
organised a well-attended dinner. 
The jovial atmosphere of those present, 
the excellent food and wine, and the 
warm ambiance of the East India Club 
combined to make a tremendously fun 
occasion.  Dan Benham

the rest of the Club’s activities. 
After dinner we enjoyed a speech 
by our Master, Peter Simeons, who 
invoked the importance of the Livery 
Society Dinner for those with ten years 

The Livery Society Dinner  



Red Cross Christmas Market 

Christmas Carols

Feltmakers Charitable Foundation

contacts who kindly donated the many 
hats and to Past Master Susan Wood 
and her team, whose efforts in obtain-
ing donations, working so hard on-site 
and assisting with the logistics ensured 
that our financial contribution to this 
charity, as well as raising our profile 
within the City and the industry, contin-
ues to be worthwhile.
Elaine Howard

of solo pieces and the congregation 
had the opportunity to sing many fa-
vourite carols.  Our Chaplain, The Very 
Rev Colin Semper, delivered a heartfelt 
and thought provoking message on 
the meaning of Christmas; tragedy, 
comedy and fairy-tale combining with 
the resultant triumph of light over dark-
ness being at the core of the Christian 
faith.  Colin also delivered the Blessing. 
After a delicious buffet supper in the 
festively decorated Haberdashers’ Hall 
the evening concluded with the Master 
wishing all those present a very Happy 
Christmas.  Yes, Christmas had begun.
Emma Whitaker

their grateful appreciation for the 
support given by the Haberdashers’ 
Company in part funding the grants to 
the Pensioner Hatters.  The Founda-
tion will continue to support its regular 
beneficiaries during the current year 
but the Trustees are always receptive 
to requests from Liverymen to support 
charitable ventures in which they are 
personally involved. Finally, I would 
like to thank all my fellow Trustees who 
served during the year for their invalu-
able help and advice.  I would also like 
to thank the Investment Committee, 
chaired by Past Master Susan Wood, 
for the excellent work they do in looking 
after the Foundation’s investments.
Past Master John Ray
Chairman of Trustees

For many Feltmakers Christmas began 
Wednesday 9th December as Livery-
men, friends and family assembled at 
the historic church of St Bartholomew 
the Great for the Company’s annual 
carol service.
The service started with “Once in Royal 
David’s City” and traditional procession 
of the choir, Clerk, Wardens, Master 
and clergy.  Liveryman The Rev Andrew 
Prichard-Keens welcomed those gath-
ered and read the Bidding Prayer.  The 
familiar lessons telling the Christmas 
story were read by Liverymen Louise 
Waller, Simon Curtis, Cynthia Gresham, 
The Clerk, Past Master Susan Wood 

During the year to 31st March 2016, the 
world’s stock markets suffered greatly.  
The Foundation’s investment portfolio 
was not immune to this and as a result 
its value fell by £25,600.  Our invest-
ment portfolio continues to be closely 
monitored.  We remain largely invested 
in Investment Trust companies which, 
because of their ability to dip in to re-
serves to maintain, and in some cases 
increase, their dividends, meant that 
our investment income increased dur-
ing the year.  Total income for the year 
amounted to £47,600.  In April 2015, 
our then Master, Mr Edward Hutton, 
held a most successful charity event in 
conjunction with Fight for Sight.  The 
event raised almost £22,000 with the 
Foundation benefitting by a little over 

As has been customary since 2005, 
Feltmakers have run a stall at the 
biennial Christmas Market at Guild-
hall.  In 2015 the gross income raised 
amounted to £171,000, of which the 
24 voluntary stalls contributed £61,255 
and Feltmakers approximately £4,235, 
which was a record sum.  
Our grateful thanks go to the Liv-
erymen, private individuals and trade 

and Master Peter Simeons.  
Music was central to the service. The 

excellent choir, under the direction of 
Peter Foggitt and accompanied by or-
ganist Richard Moore, sang a number 

£8,700.  The Trustees are most grate-
ful to him for his efforts.  The Trustees 
again thank the Feltmakers’ Lodge for 
their continued support.  Income from 
the St Clements initiative increased 
during the year.  The Trustees thank all 
existing contributors for their support 
but would encourage other Liverymen 
to support our Charity by joining the 
scheme. The Foundation made grants 
of £34,300 during the year.  Recipients 
included the Design Award winners, 
the Lord Mayor’s Appeal, support 
for trainee milliners, and the Armed 
Forces.  The Foundation continued to 
support Pensioner Hatters with grants 
at Christmas and by a contribution 
to the annual Atherstone Pensioners 
Lunch.  The Trustees wish to record 
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The Luton Lunch
The Luton Lunch was held at our cus-
tomary venue, the Pavilion, just north of 
the “Hatters’ Quarter” on 4th February. 
This year the Master had asked me to 

try to arrange a visit to a nearby hatting 
business before Lunch and, thanks to 
the good offices of John Horn, An-
drew Olney agreed to host a tour of 

his prem-
ises, much 
appreci-
ated and 
enjoyed by 
those who 
participat-
ed. We are 
all grateful 
to Andrew 
and John 
for this 
splendid 
start to 

the proceedings. We then repaired to 
the Pavilion for drinks and lunch and it 
was a pleasure to note an attendance 
of 40, the largest for some time, and in 
particular a number of new faces from 
the Livery.Our special guest was the 
High Sheriff for Bedfordshire, Countess 
Erroll, resplendent in her Court cos-
tume, including the Luton-made hat. 
She was accompanied by Lord Erroll, 
a past Upper Warden of the Fishmon-
gers.Because of the tour, I decided not 
to have an invited speaker. As usual 
we enjoyed a very convivial lunch with 
much laughter, following which the 
Master brought the proceedings to a 
close, thanking the organisers. 
David Siegler

The Spring Livery Dinner
An important tip for Feltmakers due to 
report on future events:  Remember to 
take a pencil and something on which 
to write.  At the Grocers’ Hall on 4th 
April, after searching in my tiny even-
ing bag for anything at all to record key 
parts of the speeches without success, 
I had to scurry after the speakers, ask-
ing them to send me copies, so that I 
could cannibalise them!
The evening proper started well as we 
were handed a glass of excellent Eng-
lish champagne (two adjectives I had 
not previously thought to see together 
when applied to that noun). Huddling 
with old friends, making new ones, we 
progressed into the Dining Hall where 

red brocaded walls surrounded us and 
the glass, silverware and china were 
sparkling in the candlelight.  The real 
treat of the evening came with some 
most enjoyable speeches.  First up 
was Jeremy Bedford, who remarked 
that it was curious to be ‘welcoming 
our principal guest, Charles McAndrew, 
Master Grocer, to what is effectively his 
own home’.  After speaking about the 
Master Grocer’s early years he added, 
‘I note that you have followed Kipling’s 
mantra in life and, as you have suc-
ceeded in your career and sporting 
life, you have not forgotten those who 
have struggled and toiled without the 
same success - you are a lifelong sup-

porter of Southampton 
Football Club!’ He 
then welcomed visiting 
Masters and other 
distinguished guests.  
In response, the 
Master Grocer made 
an excellent speech 
in which he stated 
that nowadays their 
focus is on education 
and charity, not only 

through Oundle, the Grocers’ school, 
but several other connected schools 
including Mossbourne Community 
Academy in Hackney.  He also men-
tioned their mentoring programme, as 
well as an annual ‘Academy Awards’ 
evening for sixth formers of three Acad-
emy schools. 
He toasted the Company and our 
Master, who responded stating how im-
portant the Grocers had been to him in 
his life.  I leave you with an extract from 
the Master Grocer’s speech, which ties 
in very nicely with our own Master’s 
theme for the year, ‘People can make a 
difference’.  He said ‘Back in the early 
ordinances of the Grocers, the ideal is 
expressed that we should be “a nurs-
ery of charities and a seminary of good 
citizens”.  Implicit is the suggestion that 
it is not just our money that we can ap-
ply charitably, but our time as well.  We 
are all, effectively, a talent pool; not just 
our Courts, but also our Liverymen and 
Freemen, from whom school gover-
nors, charity trustees and also younger 
mentors and fundraisers should and 
do emerge.’ Hear Hear!
Richenda Carey
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Feltmakers Thank Retiring
Chaplain, Colin Semper
The following is the tribute given by the 
Master, Peter Simeons, at the Livery 
Lunch on 12th July at the Cavalry & 
Guards Club:

“I am very pleased to say a few words 
on the contribution of The Very Rever-
end Colin Semper to the enrichment 
and quality of the lives of those in the 
outside world and also to members of 
the Company of the Worshipful Com-

pany of Feltmakers.  Our Clerk advises 
me that today we have a record turnout 
for the Livery Lunch and there is one 
clear reason for this which can be sum-
marised in two words - Colin Semper.  
Colin Douglas Semper was born on 
5th February 1938.  He was educated 
at Lincoln Grammar School, Keble 
College Oxford and Westcott House 
Cambridge.   He was ordained in 1962 
and became the Curate at Holy Trinity 
with St Mary Guildford.  While in Guild-
ford he became Chaplain to Guildford 
Football team.
Following his time at Holy Trinity he was 
appointed as Secretary to the Recruit-
ment & Selection Advisory Council for 
the Church’s Ministry, a post he held 
until 1969, after which he was recruited 
to be Head of Religious Programmes 
for BBC Radio and Deputy Head for 
Religious Broadcasting where he 
stayed for 13 years.  He then moved to 
Coventry to become Provost of Coven-
try Cathedral.
His next appointment was at Westmin-
ster Abbey where he was made Canon 

and Treasurer of the Abbey which 
allowed him to wear the distinctive red 
cassock.  On his retirement from the 
Abbey he moved to Surrey and took 
up an Honorary Post at Charterhouse 
School and became a non-stipendiary 
priest at St Mary’s Frensham.  He took 
up golf and played in a number of Felt-
makers’ golf days.
Colin met his wife Janet on a blind date 
at Nutford House, a Hall of Residence 

of the University of London.  They mar-
ried in 1961 and have 2 sons, Giles 
and Hugh.  Janet had a distinguished 
career as a hospital almoner. 
The first Livery function that Colin 
attended was the Mansion House 
Banquet in 1977 when George Rice 
was Master.  His next connection was 
Honorary Chap-
lain during David 
Watling’s  year as 
Master in 1985/6.  
During that time 
he became known 
to members of the 
Livery and when 
Canon Richard 
Tydeman retired, 
Colin was the 
natural choice to 
take over.  
Colin initiated the 
annual Feltmakers’ 
Carol Service, the 
first being at West-
minster Abbey 
and which is still 

celebrated.  He has a natural wit and 
is a fine after dinner speaker.  He now 
lives quietly in a beautiful cottage op-
posite the church in Frensham village 
near Farnham.
On a personal note, I remember Colin 
telling me that he had spent at least 
one summer running a local church in 
central Paris, which he and his congre-
gation had enjoyed immensely.  This 
goes to show how his communication 
skills and charm were able to tran-
scend different nationalities and foreign 
languages.
Colin, you also have a wonderful talent 
for being able to relate historic bible 
readings to modern day circumstances 
and situations.  For in excess of 20 
years, and including a very thought 
provoking address at our carol ser-
vice at St Bartholomew The Great last 
December, you have provided support 
and guidance to the Livery, for which all 
of us are deeply grateful.
Thank you so much, Colin, for every-
thing you have done for all of us here 
today and also for those who were 
unable to attend.  I want to confirm that 
we look forward to seeing you frequent-
ly in the future.  This is not goodbye but 
“au revoir”.
As a mark of our appreciation and 
on behalf of your fellow Feltmakers, it 
gives me huge pleasure to present you 
with this framed, Vellum scroll.”

Past Master Peter Keens responded on 
behalf of Colin, thanking the Master.



Feltmakers’ Design Award
The following is an extract taken from 
the article written by Carole Denford, 
Fashion Editor of The HAT magazine. 

The Worshipful Company of Feltmak-
ers held their annual Design Award at 
the beginning of April at Haberdash-
ers’ Hall. This annual competition for 
European students and apprentices 
was extended for the first time to in-
clude those with a start-up business of 
less than 2 years. The high standard 
of work never ceases to amaze the 
judges, with innovative new designs, 
processes and shapes that take the 
traditional felt material to a far more 
exciting level.
The judging started at 10 am and 
shortly after the jury was joined by the 
Lady Mayoress, the Master Mr Peter 
Simeons and his wife, and the Sheriffs’ 
Consorts, Mrs Samantha Bowman and 
Mr Stephen Rigden, with the ladies 
wearing their own stylish headwear. 
Everyone had the opportunity to com-
ment and give their opinion whilst the 
hats were modelled and thoroughly 
inspected.  At 12 noon the winners 

were announced.
Taking First Prize was Charlotte Rose-
man, from Kensington and Chelsea 
College, who had designed a felt 
rose headpiece, held in position by its 
stems and thorns that wrapped around 
the head.  Each of the petals had been 
individually coloured and shaped, the 
outer ones being burnt and ‘aged’ to 
produce a sensation of foreboding. Her 
inspiration was taken from the illustra-
tions created for The Fairy Tales of the 
Brothers Grimm.  Charlotte receives 
£1200, plus work experience with royal 
milliner Rachel Trevor-Morgan and 
Walter Wright Ltd. 
Second prize was awarded to Giulia 
Mio of Giulia Mio Haute Couture Mil-
linery, whose headpiece comprised felt 
lotus flowers positioned on a millinery 
wire, each one finished with a bright 
yellow stamen. Giulia was exploring 
graphical ideas for her entry when she 
came across a picture of lotus flowers 
on her phone taken at the Botanic Gar-
dens in Oxford.  Giulia receives £600.
Third prize was awarded to Ania 
Zydron from Kensington and Chelsea 

College for her contemporary take on 
a felt bowler hat. Using simple math-
ematical shapes in primary colours in a 
contrast of felt, veneer and acrylic, the 
design was a take on the Suprematism 
art movement led by painters Ma-
levich and Lissitzky in the 1920s.  Ania 
receives £450.
The prize for Commercial Appeal 
was awarded to Paul Marcher from 
the Fashion Institute Vienna.  That for 
Innovative Use of Felt went to Claire 
Bennett from Kensington and Chelsea 
College and The Craftsmanship Award 
to Hanna Zachoval from the Fashion 
Institute Vienna.   The prize for Artwork 
and Presentation was given to Millie 
Winson from Northampton College.  
The Judging Panel comprised: Hilary 
Alexander, Fashion Journalist; Rachel 
Trevor-Morgan, Milliner and Feltmaker; 
Edwina Ibbotson, Milliner and Lecturer; 
Noel Stewart, Milliner; Carole Denford, 
Fashion Editor, The HAT Magazine; Ian 
Wright, Millinery Manufacturer and Felt-
maker and Eda Rose-Lawson, Milliner 
and Feltmaker.
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The Feltmakers’ Summer Banquet 
Feltmakers and their guests gathered 
at the Mansion House on Friday, 3rd 
June for what many consider to be the 
highlight of the Livery calendar, the 
annual Banquet, in the presence of 
The Lord Mayor & Lady Mayoress and 
The Sheriffs.  Guests were greeted by 

The Master, his wife and the Wardens. 
The evening then commenced with a 
champagne reception, at which the 
winning entries for the Feltmaker Award 
2016 were on display and were mod-
elled for guests. 
Guests then proceeded into the 
magnificent Egyptian Hall, followed by 
members of The Court in traditional 
headgear and the principal guest, The 
Lord Mayor, resplendent in his tricorn 
hat with black feathers, to the tradi-
tional accompaniment of enthusiastic 
clapping.  Our new Chaplain, Andrew 
Pritchard-Keens, read the Grace prior 
to the serving of a sumptuous dinner.   
Entertainment was provided during the 
meal by the Brass Quartet of the Royal 
Marines Concert Band.
Grace from the “Laudi Spirituali” was 
sung, after which the Loving Cup was 
passed amongst guests as a symbol 
of companionship.
Following the Loyal Toasts there was 
a particularly special moment when 
a lone bugler gave an extraordinary 
performance of the Post Horn Gal-

lop whilst circling the dining tables 
and eliciting responses from the other 
members of the quartet on the balcony. 
The Upper Warden, Jeremy Brassing-
ton, then proposed the Civic Toast, 
welcoming The Lord Mayor and 
highlighting his distinguished career. 

The Lord Mayor, Alderman the Lord 
Mountevans, responded, emphasizing 
not only the value of commerce and 
wealth creation but also the importance 
of charitable works, and proposed the 

toast to the Worshipful Company of 
Feltmakers. The Master then spoke, 
bringing to everyone’s attention that 
his period of office coincided with the 

90th birthday of Her Majesty, Queen 
Elizabeth II. He reminded us that the 
many millions of £1 coins in circulation, 
as well as carrying her portrait, bear the 
inscription “Decus et Tutamen” – both a 
decoration and a protection – which is 
also the motto of our Livery Company. 
A more appropriate and happy juxta-
position of values it would be hard to 
imagine. The Master then presented 
a cheque to The Lord Mayor for his 
favoured charitable causes on behalf 
of the Company.
The Lady Mayoress was invited to 
announce the winner of The Feltmaker 
Award 2016 and to present the prize to 
Charlotte Roseman from Kensington 
and Chelsea College, who had de-
signed a felt rose headpiece.  Charlotte 
received a cheque for £1200, plus work 
experience with royal milliner Rachel 
Trevor-Morgan. 
The Master then proposed the health of 
our guests and concluded by propos-
ing the toast to The Livery Companies 
of The City of London and inviting 
everyone to join him for a stirrup cup.  
The banquet was, as always, a most 
convivial occasion, allowing Liverymen 
and their guests to enjoy a memorable 

evening of fellowship and charity.
Andrew Stafford
Photos courtesy of
Gerald Sharp Photography
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On 31st August the Master received 48 
Feltmakers and their guests to a dinner 
in the dining room of the Royal Fusiliers 
in aid of both the Feltmakers’ Charita-

ble Foundation and the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution.
The party was welcomed by a Yeo-
man Warder at the Middle Tower.  Our 
Warder, a lively storyteller, entertained 
us with stories from the history of the 
tower alternately amusing and grue-
some.  He brought to life its rich history 
from the original founding in 1078 
by William the Conqueror through its 
expansion during the following two 
centuries to the reign of Edward 1st 
when it reached the format of today, 
although at the time it played home to 
a much larger community including not 
only the Royal Mint but 21 pubs!
We were then treated to a champagne 
reception in the museum of the Royal 
Fusiliers, who have guarded London 
since 1465. We were able to admire the 
proud history of the “Gentlemen”, see-
ing examples of their uniforms, arms, 
and descriptions of memorable bravery 
in the different conflicts where they 
have served.
The Master welcomed the members of 

the Company and their guests, ex-
plaining the special significance of the 
regiment to himself and his father.  The 
dining room of the Fusiliers is a remark-

able setting where the battle-worn 
standards and union jacks testify to the 
hard-earned reputation of the regiment. 
The fine collection of regimental silver 

was on display and we were particu-
larly honoured to appreciate the ac-

companying wines from the regiment’s 
silver goblets. Conversation was lively 
and, all too soon, Past Master Anthony 
Phillips thanked the Master on behalf of 
the guests.
Our Company trooped out under the 
guidance of our redoubtable Yeoman 
to witness the ceremony of the keys, 
as the tower was locked for the night 
and declared safe against “attack 
and intrigue”, as has been done every 
night since the 14th Century.  On this 
occasion the Chief Warder’s escort 
was formed from the Grenadier Guards 
and, after the ritual challenges and 
responses, the lone bugler performed 
a moving rendition of the last post in 
memory of those fallen.
Upon realising that we were now 
locked in to England’s oldest fortress 
prison, we briefly considered a bid for 
freedom by scaling the walls or swim-
ming the Traitors’ Gate until we were 
permitted a more dignified exit by a 
small sally port! 
My thanks to the Master for a memo-
rable evening in aid of two excellent 
causes. 

Mike Gorham

The Master’s Charity Event 
at the Tower of London



w w w . f e l t m a k e r s . c o . u k  /  t w i t t e r  -  @ f e l t m a k e r l o n d o n 11

The  Master’s Charity Event – 
The Thames Path Challenge
On a dry but cool Sunday in Septem-
ber walkers from all over the country 
were assembling in Cookham, Berk-
shire to raise money for their respec-
tive charities. The objective was to 
walk along the towpath of Old Father 
Thames to Henley - a distance of about 
15 miles.
John Horn and I arrived at 07.15 but, 
although we could make out the noise 
of a generator, the marquee to regis-
ter was totally obliterated by the mist. 
Following the noise we at last came 
across a large marquee packed with 
eager walkers ready for a challenge.  
John and I met with the other vol-
unteers from the Livery company 
including The Master Peter Simeons, 
Rebecca Nelson, Richard Brumby, and 
family and friends.  By 07.30 we were 
assembled and, led by The Master, 
Team Feltmakers was limbering up!
At 08.00 precisely a hooter sounded 
and, as we crossed the start line, we 
could just see the river that was eerily 
still. The path was wet from the previ-
ous day’s downpour but everyone was 
in a jubilant mood. Although we were 
simply walking on the towpath, the 

route was well signposted with arrows 
at regular intervals. However, after 
about a mile in all the talk and excite-
ment we had failed to spot a sign point-
ing us to a footbridge taking us over 

the river!  Luckily, we had only missed 
the intended route by a few paces and 
we were soon back on track, eating 
up the miles. As we approached the 
outskirts of Marlow, coming up from the 
towpath onto 
the road the 
sun broke 
through the 
clouds and 
the magnifi-
cent splen-
dour of Mar-
low Bridge 
stood before 
us. Dropping 
back down to 
the towpath 
the famous 
rowing club 
of Marlow 
was observed with a statue of Sir Steve 
Redgrave in Court Gardens. 
With the weather warming up Hurley 
and the half way point was a welcome 
sight. Here there were refreshments, 
first aid facilities and the opportunity to 
chat with other walkers, some of whom 
were on course to complete the 100km 

walk. 
Noticing 
the agony 
and blisters 
that some 
of these 
partici-
pants were 
enduring, 
we were re-
lieved that 
The Master 
had only 
chosen the 
25km op-
tion!

It was at about this time that the six 
Team Feltmakers’ rowers and a cox, in-
cluding Simon Wood, Jollyon Coombs 
and Gilly Yarrow, were about to set off 
from Cookham, with the prospect of 

rowing against the tide and negotiating 
four locks. 

Rejoining the river path at Aston and 
passing by more locks, bridges and 

watering stations, the welcoming site 
of Henley could be seen ahead. The 
arrows took us over Henley Bridge 
along by the river to Mill Meadows. 
With the temperature now at a pleasant 
21 degrees, 11 walkers crossed the fin-
ish line at about 13.30, given a hero’s 
welcome, a glass of champagne, 
presented with our medal and offered a 
massage!
The participation of the rowers intro-
duced a novel and fascinating element 
to the charity event. They completed 
the course in 4 hours, which included 
a relaxed and delicious champagne 
lunch served on the boat, a cutter 
kindly lent to us for the day by the Tal-
low Chandlers’ Company.
The Master thanked everyone who had 
participated and the general feedback 
from all was that it was a most enjoy-
able day and a great experience.
Tim Lambert

Editor’s Note: The sum of £13,000 was 
raised through the two charity events, 
with the RNLI and the Feltmakers’ 
Charitable Foundation each receiving 
£6,500.  
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A Year as Lady Mayoress 
From November 2014 - November 
2015 my husband, Alan Yarrow, was 
privileged to be Lord Mayor of the City 
of London and thus, by accident not 
election, I became the Lady Mayoress. 
As I look forward to my new role as 
Fourth Warden of the Feltmakers’ Liv-
ery, this offers an opportunity to reflect, 
with a certain sense of detachment, on 
my past role as Lady Mayoress.
The question that I am most frequently 
asked is “What was the highlight of 
your year?” My answer is “I haven’t got 
one!”  I haven’t ONE because there 
were so MANY!
How would you choose from any of the 
following?
• Launching your year aboard Glori-
ana, sailing down the River Thames 
as Tower Bridge opened up to let you 
through. 
• Waving to crowds of 500,000 people 
lining the route of your husband’s Lord 
Mayor’s Show from your own horse-
drawn carriage, with your sons sitting 
at your side, before going up to stand 
on the balcony of the Mansion House 
to watch the procession of floats, in-
cluding the Feltmakers in their wonder-
ful hats and capes accompanying the 
Royal Ballet school students gracing 
two vintage cars!
• Accompanying the President of 
Mexico and the President of China and 
their beautiful wives at the magnificent 
State Banquets held in their honour at 

Guildhall.
• Dining at Buckingham Palace and 
discovering that you are seated next to 
the newly elected leader of the Labour 
Party, Jeremy Corbyn!!
• Walking down the aisle of a packed 
St Paul’s Cathedral to take your place 
alongside 
all the Royal 
family as 
your hus-
band leads 
the Queen 
and Prince 
Philip behind 
the Pearl 
Sword to 
commemo-
rate the sol-
diers lost in 
Afghanistan.
• Having 
your bottom 
pinched by a 93 year old veteran at the 
service to commemorate the Battle of 
Britain!
• Flying over the City of London for 2 
hours in a hot air balloon on a crystal 
clear sunny morning.
• Accompanying the Lord Mayor on 
2 of his many trips abroad, to the Far 
East and South America, and travelling 
VIP status with cars and police outrid-
ers to collect you straight from the 
plane and whisk you straight to your 
Presidential Suite while someone else 

waits for the luggage!
• Living in the Mansion House for 
a year with your family and dog 
and made to feel so welcome and spe-
cial by the wonderful staff there.
• Meeting so many members of the 
Livery at their dinners, banquets and 

celebrations and everyone so hospita-
ble and welcoming and generous.
Can’t make a decision? Neither can I!  
And there are plenty more highlights I 
could mention!
But this I can say. We loved every min-
ute and hope that we made the most of 
every opportunity that it offered to pro-
mote our charities, Mencap, Scope, the 
Royal Ballet School, the Royal Acad-
emy and City and Guilds Art School, as 
well as our Liveries and the great City 
of London. Gilly Yarrow

Feltmakers Visit The Somme 
In July 2016, the 100th Anniversary 
of the First World War Battle of the 
Somme, a party of Feltmakers visited 
the battle site to pay tribute. Past Mas-
ter Captain Peter Cobb, OBE, RN, laid 
a wreath on behalf of the Feltmakers at 
the memorial to the 38th Welsh Division 
who lost 4,500 men taking Mametz 
Wood.
Jollyon Coombs


