
The HAT
 magazine

Page 24

COMPETITIONS

The Feltmakers Award 2011
The Feltmakers Award is organised annually by The 
Worshipful Company of Feltmakers of London to retain its 
links with the craft of feltmaking and to encourage young 
designers to push the boundaries of this unique material. 
Design is obviously at the forefront and also the ability to 
impress the judges, which frequently happens, by creating a 
new fashionable style, or devising a new process or idea for 
felt headwear, or perhaps a new technique or addition that 
adds to the potential of the material. 

The judges met at Haberdasher’s Hall on the 20th of April 
and, during the course of the morning, closely examined 
each entry for its making quality. The Master, Mr John Ray, 
welcomed the Lady Mayoress of the City of London, who 
was accompanied by the Sheriff’s consorts. They listened 
earnestly to the remarks and heated discussions of the judges 
and tried on a number of hats themselves, commenting on 
the design and fit. They are always quite astounded with 
the range of new models. Designs this year were influenced 
by a number of themes including Harry Potter; forests and 
nature; origami; and crystals and metal. Many of the designs 
and making processes were very intricate and were highly 
praised for their innovation and precise workmanship. After 
much deliberation, the following awards were announced:

1st Prize £1200 and a Work Experience package
Isla Campbell (Kensington and Chelsea College)
2nd Prize £600
Beth Simpson (Kensington and Chelsea College)
3rd Prize £450
Harvy Santos (Kensington and Chelsea College)
Craftsmanship £200
Holly Barrett (Northampton College)
Commercial Appeal £200
Esther Louise Mathews (Janie Lashford School of Millinery)
Artwork and Presentation £200
Chloe Osborn (Northampton College)
Innovative Use of Felt £200
Sophie Beale (Kensington and Chelsea College)

The judges this year were:
Eda Rose-Lawson – Upper Warden and Couture Milliner
Rachel Trevor-Morgan – Feltmaker and Coture Milliner 
Edwina Ibbotson – Couture Milliner
Freddie Fox LVO – Feltmaker and Couture Milliner 
Ian Wright – Feltmaker and Hat Manufacturer
Carole Denford – Fashion Editor, The Hat Magazine

The award is open to fashion students from approved 
colleges and employees of a trainee or apprentice status 
working in the headwear industry within the European 
Community. The award is for a hat that is capable of being 
manufactured in a factory or workroom and suitable for 
commercial sale. Whilst fur or wool felt must be used, it 
need not be the major content of the hat. Details of the 
2012 Award will be in the October 2011 issue of The Hat 
Magazine and will also be on the Feltmaker’s website:  
www.feltmakers.co.uk

Ist Prize – Isla Campbell

Artwork and Presentation Prize – Chloe Osborn
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2nd Prize – Beth Simpson 3rd Prize – Harvy Santos

The Lady Mayoress, Mrs Michael Bear

Innovative Use of Felt Prize – Sophie Beale

Commercial Appeal Prize – Esther Louise Matthews

Craftsmanship Prize – Holly Barrett

Bill Horsman (right) started the competition in 
1991 to promote design and innovation for the felt 
industry. Next year the Award will be organised by 
Rachel Trevor-Morgan (centre) and Ian Wright (left)


